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the SBU community 
@LittleB_6 💜
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These girls and fall make this crazy 
college life so much better 🍂💗  
#thebeasknees #beas4w #sbuniv 

(via @hgough1996 on Instagram)

me talking about @SBUniv: 
yeah I really love it. 
me on the inside: 
no you really don’t understand 
I am part bearcat I bleed purple 
heaven will look like the forum 
C. Pat is my best friend 
I don’t drive I bed race 
my father is the bell tower 
my mother is the globe fountain 
@oliviadarst

Had the honor of representing SBU at the 
Missouri Baptist Convention today with 
President Taylor and Jess. I’m so grateful for 
the many opportunities and experiences that 
SBU provides for students and as always, I’m 
so thankful to be a Bearcat! #SBUniv 
(via @mattlgaskin on Instagram)

#FlatBearcat has a new home 
outside my classroom at LHS! 
#represent #applymoweek 

@SBUniv @FlatBearcat 
@LauraLatall
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“It has been a great 22 years,” Taylor said. “I’ve loved being president of 

SBU. From the time Judy and I first visited Bolivar in 1996, we fell in love 

with SBU and the Bolivar community. SBU has many accomplishments 

during the past 22 years, thanks to the efforts of the hard-working 

faculty and staff who have made my job easier.  

	 “I will miss the students and the great people with whom I have had 

the honor to work. I have said often, and I still believe it today, that SBU 

has the best faculty, staff and students anywhere. The University is on 

a good trajectory, making this a great time for a transition to a bigger 

and greater future.”  

	 Taylor assumed his duties as the University’s 24th president on Oct. 

21, 1996, and is the longest-serving president in the University’s 140-

year history.  

	 "When Dr. Taylor told me he was retiring, it was bittersweet for 

me," said Don Fahrni, chairman of the SBU Board of Trustees. "I was 

so happy for him to be moving on with his life. Now, he will be able to 

spend more time with his family and any personal endeavors that he 

may choose. But, for me, I am really going to miss him. After working 

with him all these years, I know where his heart is. And it has always 

been with the university." 

21+ YEARS OF SERVICE TO SBU  

Since his arrival in 1996, Taylor has conferred 16,963 diplomas. He 

always says that commencement is his favorite event because it is the 

University’s No. 1 objective — to graduate students who are prepared to 

be servant leaders in a global society.  

	 Taylor has been instrumental in fundraising, expanding academic 

offerings and obtaining record student enrollment numbers. He also 

led the adoption of a new mission statement that continues to guide 

the institution today: “Southwest Baptist University is a Christ-centered, 

caring academic community preparing students to be servant leaders in 

a global society.”  

	 Fundraising proceeds during his tenure total more than $122 million. 

Under his leadership, endowment funds have increased from $4.6 

million to more than $32 million. He also was instrumental in the 

success of the Partners in Excellence campaign, which surpassed its 

$50 million goal by raising more than $62.5 million when the campaign 

ended in June 2006. That campaign funded 13 major building projects, 

including the addition of the Jane and Ken Meyer Wellness & Sports 

Center. Other fundraising projects include the recent expansion and 

renovation of the Gene Taylor Center, artificial turf for Plaster Stadium, 

completion of the Jester Center, renovation of the Jim Mellers Center, 

renovation of the Burnidge Memorial Forum, a new front entrance, 

renovation of the Sells Administrative Center lobby and an upcoming 

renovation within the Jester Center for space to be used as a simulation 

lab for a new pre-licensure bachelor’s degree in nursing.  

	 New academic offerings during Taylor’s tenure include the 

SBU President  
Dr. C. Pat Taylor announces 

UPCOMING 
RETIREMENT

SOUTHWEST BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

PRESIDENT DR. C. PAT TAYLOR 

RECENTLY INFORMED THE SBU 

COMMUNITY OF HIS PLANS TO 

RETIRE AUG. 31, 2018, AFTER 

NEARLY 22 YEARS AS THE 

UNIVERSITY’S PRESIDENT. 
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University’s first doctoral program, the doctor of physical therapy. 

Multiple graduate degrees in education, including the doctor of 

education in educational leadership, were launched under his 

leadership. Other new master’s degree programs include the master 

of science in nursing, master of business administration and master 

of arts in Christian ministry. Undergraduate degree offerings have 

changed as needed to stay relevant with an ever-changing global 

society.  

	 Other academic enhancements started under Taylor’s leadership 

include the Ed and Theo Clark University Success Center, a transition 

program for incoming freshmen; the updated Gordon and Judy Dutile 

Honors Program that integrates intercultural, spiritual and servant 

leadership components; and the Darrell R. Strait Center for the 

Integration of Science and Christian Faith, an interdisciplinary program 

that integrates appropriate scientific and biblical principles.  

	 In the broader education community, Taylor has served on the 

boards for the Council for Christian Colleges & Universities, the 

Consortium for Global Education, the International Association of 

Baptist Colleges & Universities, and the CEO Council for the Mid-

America Intercollegiate Athletics Association. He served as chairman 

of the Missouri Colleges Fund and president of the Independent 

Colleges and Universities of Missouri Association. He also is a peer 

reviewer for the Higher Learning Commission, the University’s regional 

accrediting body.  

	 Taylor was recognized by the Springfield Business Journal as a 

2016 Men of the Year Honoree and has been recognized by Rotary 

International as a Paul Harris Fellow.  

	 Prior to becoming president of SBU, Taylor served as chief 

academic officer at Oklahoma Baptist University in Shawnee, Okla. 

for 10 years. He previously served as associate vice president for 

academic affairs at Union University in Jackson, Tenn., from 1979-86. 

From 1975-79, he was an assistant professor of education at Belmont 

University in Nashville, Tenn. While at Belmont, he served as head 

resident of Pembroke Hall, a men’s dormitory housing 150 men. His 

experiences also have included community college and high school 

teaching and coaching.  		   

	 A native of Salem, Ky., Taylor received his doctor of education 

degree with emphasis in history and philosophy of education from 

then Memphis State University. He received a master’s degree in 

history from Western Kentucky University and a bachelor’s degree in 

history and secondary education from the University of Tennessee-

Martin.  

	 Taylor and his wife, Judy, were married for 47 years before she 

passed away on March 26, 2016, after courageously battling a 

neurological disease for several years. He has two daughters and two 

grandchildren.  

	 Fahrni has appointed a 12-person presidential search committee 

to immediately start the search process. The committee includes 

six trustees, a faculty member, an academic dean, a member of the 

executive cabinet, a staff member, a student and an alumna. 

	 “The search committee begins its work today, with the goal 

of having a new president in place by Aug. 1,” Fahrni said. “But if 

that doesn’t happen, we do have a succession plan for an interim 

president. We are so thankful for Dr. Taylor’s willingness to continue 

to serve while the search committee does its work to find the person 

God has called to lead SBU going forward. Please join me in praying 

for the committee members as they undertake this important work 

for the future of the University.” n

LEFT PHOTO :  Don Fahrni, chairman of the SBU 
Board of Trustees and Dr. C. Pat Taylor, president.

ABOVE PHOTO:  SBU Faculty and Staff give Dr. 
Taylor a standing ovation after his announcement.
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with Rebekah Wright 
Questions5 In each issue of SBUlife magazine, we interview 

one of our staff members so you can meet the 
people who help make SBU a Christ-centered, 
caring academic community.

Last December, Rebekah Wright received the 
SBU Life Beautiful Award, an honor given 
annually to employees – one faculty member 
and one staff member – who exemplify a “life 
beautiful.” Rebekah is a 2010 SBU graduate, has 
worked in Admissions and in Marketing and 
Communications since graduation and has led 
mission trips to Guatemala. She currently is 
assistant director for digital marketing.

As a member of the Marketing and 
Communications team, what are your 
responsibilities?  
My primary responsibilities involve managing the 
University’s website and social media accounts, but I 
help with other projects as needed.

What motivates you during the workday? 
I am very task-oriented so I try to keep a detailed to-do 
list. It’s always satisfying to be able to cross something 
off the list! I enjoy what I do and who I work with, 
and I believe in SBU’s mission, which helps keep me 
motivated to do my best.

You have been part of the SBU 
community since you were 18 years old. 
What drew you to SBU and Bolivar, and 
what keeps you here? 
In a word – community. As a prospective student, 
I had all but signed on the dotted line to go to a 
different school. But campus visits at SBU made 
me realize how much more personal everything is 
here. The individual care and attention I received as 
a prospective student drew me here, and then as a 

student at SBU, I developed a special community with 
classmates, faculty, and Bolivar community members. 
The opportunity to stay and work at SBU allowed me 
to continue to be a part of this community while also 
helping current and future SBU students enjoy similar 
formative experiences like what I experienced.

What are your hobbies? 
I love watching sports – especially the Kansas City 
Royals and, of course, cheering on the SBU Bearcat 
teams! I also love to travel. I have made it to 49 states 
and 5 countries, and I lead a mission trip to Guatemala 
each year through my church, Wellspring Baptist 
Fellowship.

What do you think makes SBU unique? 
Not many organizations have such a clearly defined 
mission statement as SBU, much less have as many 
people who actually know the mission statement! Most 
employees and students here can quote SBU’s mission 
statement. I think SBU truly strives to live up to the 
mission of being a “Christ-centered, caring academic 
community preparing students to be servant leaders in 
a global society.”
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E P O R T

F e a t u r i n g :
A  W O R D  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

S B U  F A C T S  A N D  F I G U R E S

H O N O R  R O L L  O F  D O N O R S

2 0 1 7 

Southwest Baptist University has been blessed by the generosity of our alumni, whether it’s 
the giving of resources, service or time. In this edition of SBUlife, we feature a few of the many 

alumni who are making, and continue to make, an impact on our current students.

SBU ALUMNI IMPACT CURRENT STUDENTS
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Dear alumni and friends,

About 22 years ago this month, I received a phone call from Dr. 

Hiram Barefoot, my former boss and mentor at Union University 

asking me to send him an updated copy of my résumé. 

	 “I’ve got this old résumé here, and I’ve read an ad for South-

west Baptist University,” he said. “Their presidency is vacant, and I 

am going to nominate you. I can do it one of two ways. I can send 

over this old résumé and embarrass both of us or you can send 

me an updated résumé.” 

	 “I’m not really sure I want to go,” I said. “I’m happy where I am 

right now.” 

	 “OK, I’m going to send this old one then,” he replied. 

	 So I sent him the updated résumé because he I knew that he 

meant what he said. 

	 Then a couple of weeks later, I received a letter from Graham 

Williams ’54, chair of the presidential search committee at SBU, 

that included an application. I wadded it up and threw it away. I 

just wasn’t interested in leaving Oklahoma Baptist University. Our 

younger daughter was about to start her freshman year at OBU, 

so we had decided we were going to stay at OBU for the next four 

years. 

	 A few months later, during May 1996, Judy and I were headed 

out the door to attend a student reception the night before com-

mencement when the phone rang. It was Graham Williams. He 

reminded me that the search committee had my résumé but not 

my application. 

	 “Mr. Williams,” I said. “I’m in a really big hurry right now and I’m 

already late for this commencement reception. Judy and I will talk 

about it over the weekend, and I’ll call you on Monday.” 

	 We got busy, and I forgot about it — until mid-morning Tuesday 

when I received another call from Graham. I told him that Judy 

and I would discuss it and pray about it that night. 

	 As we prayed, Judy reminded me that I always tell students 

that if they want to do God’s will, then when opportunity knocks, 

you should open the door to see what’s there. So I called Graham 

back, and he arranged for a phone interview the next day. 

	 A week later, I drove to Springfield for an interview. Two 

days later, I was notified that I would be a finalist. But we had a 

problem. Judy and I were going to be out of the country for seven 

weeks, for a week’s vacation in Greece, teaching English at the 

International Baptist Lay Academy in Budapest and conducting 

a workshop for teachers at Moscow Economic School in Russia. 

Graham said to take our time. We landed in the U.S. on Saturday 

and drove to Bolivar the next day for an interview on Monday. 

	 The rest is history. In August 1996, we were introduced to the 

faculty and staff just after school started. That day, I told the SBU 

faculty and staff that our blood had turned purple. And it did. We 

fell in love with SBU that day. 

	 I’ve never regretted the decision to come to SBU. Last summer, 

I started thinking and praying that maybe it’s time for me to start 

thinking about retiring. Judy and I always prayed that we would 

finish strong and that we would know when to finish. 

	 I announced last month that I will be retiring on Aug. 31, 22 

years after being called to lead SBU. The University is on a posi-

tive trajectory, and personally, I need to hit the reset button. 

	 A 12-member search committee has already started the search 

for the University’s 25th president. The committee would appreci-

ate any nominations you might have. Send those nominations to 

Dr. Allison Langford, committee chair, at alangford@SBUniv.edu. 

	 It has been a wonderful 22 years. I will miss regular visits with 

the many friends of this great University, but I am very much at 

peace about this decision and feel like it is the right decision at 

the right time. I thank God that He has answered my prayer and 

Judy’s prayer that we would know when to finish. 

	 There comes a time in the history of a University when it needs 

to be energized. This presidential transition will be a time of re-

newed energy, a time of celebration and a time of renewed focus 

and recommitment. 

	 I will continue to pray for this University every day. I know that 

a bigger and greater future is ahead for SBU. 

	 Thank you for all of the support you have given me and our 

University during the past 22 years.

C. Pat Taylor 

SBU President

LETTER FROM THE  PRESIDENT
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B U D G E T  F I G U R E S

E x p e n s e  S u m m a r y
Educational and General

Total Instructional and Departmental	 $17,581,245  	 29.38%

Organized Activities		  $3,327,091   	 5.56%

Total Library			   $1,268,399   	 2.12%

Total Student Services		  $3,048,250  	 5.09%

Total Operation/Maintenance of Plant	 $3,487,195   	 5.83%

Total Administration		  $1,940,991  	 3.24%

Staff Benefits			   $1,410,436  	 2.36%

Total General Institutional		  $2,926,007   	 4.89%

Total Student Aid			   $18,649,071  	 31.16%

Debt Retirement			   $1,236,487  	 2.07% 
Contingency			   $523,341  	 0.87%

Total Educational and General	 $55,398,513   	 92.56%

Total Auxiliary Enterprises		  $4,451,487   	 7.44%

TOTAL EXPENSE BUDGET		  $59,850,000  	 100.00%

79% 
Percentage of Full-Time Bolivar Campus 

Teaching Faculty with a Doctorate or 
other Terminal Degree

3.46 
Average GPA for  

INCOMING FRESHMEN

 22.7 
AVERAGE ACT FOR 

INCOMING FRESHMEN

$21,600 
TUITION  

(Undergraduate)

718 
GRADUATE 
STUDENTS

148 
TOTAL FACULTY 

(Full Time)

197 

TOTAL STAFF  
(Full Time)

1,359  
Male  

STUDENTS

2,332 
Female  

STUDENTS 16:1 
STUDENT-TO-FACULTY RATIO

3,691 
TOTAL STUDENTS

R e v e n u e  B u d g e t
		  2017-18 Final Budget	

Tuition & Fees		  $48,550,340  	 81.12%

Missouri Baptist Convention		  $1,150,000 	 1.92%

Other Undesignated Gifting		  $540,800	 0.90%

Investment Earnings		  $266,290   	 0.44%

Financial Aid Revenue		  $1,154,811  	 1.93%

Miscellaneous Revenue		  $440,363  	 0.74%

Auxiliary Enterprise Revenue		  $7,747,396   	 12.94%

TOTAL 	  	 $59,850,000   	 100.00%
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Ms. Rachel M. Dickensheet
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Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Dutile
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Mrs. Lacey Emerson

Mr. and Mrs. Russ Emory

Mr. John R. Engstrom

Dr. Gerald S. Etheredge

Mr. Beau Fenske

Mr. David C. Fields

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Finley

Mr. Timothy C. Finley

Ms. Samantha M. Francis

Mr. Darrel Frolin

Dr. and Mrs. Harlie K. Gallatin

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Garrett

Ms. Tera Generaux

Mr. and Mrs. Adam George

Col. and Mrs. Gary Gilmore

Dr. and Mrs. David Glass

Mr. Alex G. Gockman

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Grabowski

Mr and Mrs. Robin Guyer

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Hall

Ms. Kiersten L. Harper

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Harris

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Harris

Mr. Kyle M. Hawkins

Ms. Kia Her

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Hileman

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Hisky

Mr. and Mrs. Don F. Hodson

Mr. Jack Holcomb

Dr. Franklyn D. Holley and the Late  
    Mrs. Marye N. Holley

Mr. Walter Holmes

Dr. and Mrs. Brian Hopwood

Ms. Nancy J. Hudson

Mr. Christian A. Jaynes

Dr. and Mrs. Brad Johnson

Mr. Joshua D. Johnson

Ms. Betty L. Jones

Mr. Conway A. Jones

Dr. and Mrs. John Jones

Mr. Paul Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Jones

Drs. Tom and Sarah Jones

Dr. and Mrs. Monte Kahler

Rev. and Mrs. Howard Karr

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kemp

Rev. and Mrs. Ron Kemp

Ms. Emily D. Kerr

Ms. Emma B. Kirksey

Dr. and Mrs. Bob Kitchin

Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Klaassen

Mr. and Mrs. Dane A. Knapp

Dr. Margaret A. Kort

Ms. Cecily M. Krehbiel

Ms. Rhonda Land

Ms. Erin T. Lander

Mr. Bret D. Lane

Mr. Joe and Dr. Allison Langford

Dr. and Mrs. Joshua C. Layman

Mr. Alex X. Lechtenberg

Mr. and Mrs. John Linduff

Ms. Rebecca E. Litzinger

Mr. Dennis and Dr. Pat Long

Ms. Michelle K. Lunyou

Ms. Lana Marbut-Evans

Dr. and Mrs. Bob Marti

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Martin

Mr. Eugene W. Martin

Mr. Todd Martin

Ms. Georgie F. Mathias

Mr. and Mrs. Don McBurney

Lt. Cmdr. and Mrs. John L. McGaha

Dr. and Mrs. Bob McGlasson

Ms. Ethel McIndoo

Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. McMahon

Mr. and Mrs. David A. McNeley

Mr. Eric S. Meyer

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Kenton D. Miller

Mr. Roger L. Mills

Mr. John O. Mitchell

Mr. Luke A. Mock

Dr. and Mrs. Eric Moore

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Moore

Mr. Don Mullinax

Ms. Nancy Myers

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Neil

Ms. Kelsey S. Nichol

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Nicholson

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Pace

Mr. and Mrs. Troy Peaden

Mr. Anthony and Dr. Victoria Percy

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Pessina

Ms. Claire M. Peterson

A n n u a l  G i f t  C l u b s
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GLENN MILLER ’81

W hen Glenn Miller arrived at Southwest Baptist College 

in 1978 from Ohio in his 1972 Vega station wagon, his 

plan was to attend school for one or two semesters. After all, 

he “wasn’t college material,” according to his high school 

geometry teacher. 

	 But, he wanted to prove to himself, his father and his 

teacher that he could do it. 

	 Through hard work and perseverance, Miller earned his as-

sociate’s degree in general education in 1981. And during his 

time at SWBC, he met his wife, Kim ’81, who earned bachelor’s 

degrees in accounting and business. The couple then moved to 

Kansas City where Miller earned his bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees in business administration from the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City.  

	 “SBU was a huge part of the foundation (for my life and 

career),” Miller said. “I wanted to take a degree with me from 

SWBC, and I still finished my degree on time.” 

	 With school behind him, Miller began working at 

Midwestern Theological Seminary in Kansas City. MBTS 

processed church financial statements during his time there, 

but when Midwestern made the decision to get out of that 

business, a good friend suggested Glenn should start his own 

business. 

	 In 1989, Miller Management Systems, LLC, was born. 

	 An accounting firm dedicated to serving churches and 

other nonprofit clients, MMS currently has five SBU graduates 

working in its company.  

	 “Glenn and his son, Chris, have long relationships and 

great memories about SBU, and SBU Accounting has been very 

fortunate that they wanted to connect with our department 

in special ways,” said former SBU accounting faculty Wayne 

Clark ’78. “They purposefully reached out to us and offered 

their time and resources to our accounting students, and they 

have created several career opportunities for our graduates.”  

	 Clark, who assisted MMS in the recruiting of SBU students, 

talked with the Millers about funding a scholarship for cur-

rent students. 

	 In addition to the MMS scholarship, Glenn and Kim 

continue to give back by establishing an endowed scholarship, 

in their name, for nonprofit accounting students. MMS also 

hosts “The Circle of Impacting Ministry” workshop, which is 

designed to examine the areas of giving, administration and 

ministry within the church, and is a joint venture with the 

business and theology departments at SBU. 

	 “We are so thankful that Glenn and Chris have personally 

shared with our students through seminars, class presenta-

tions and interview opportunities,” Clark said. “They have 

been a true blessing to SBU Accounting.”  

	 The impact is not a one-way street, Miller said. They also 

are blessed. 

	 “We are impacted by the students’ testimonies,” Miller 

said. “That is a real blessing that we’re playing a part in get-

ting them through school, like I was helped to get through 

school. 

	 “You think about legacy. It’s about mission and vision. I 

am a firm believer in the institution.” n

“THAT IS A REAL BLESSING THAT WE’RE PLAYING A 

PART IN GETTING THEM THROUGH SCHOOL, LIKE I 

WAS HELPED TO GET THROUGH SCHOOL.

By Denise Elson Tucker ’89

LEFT TO RIGHT: Glenn Miller, Wayne Clark and Chris Miller
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Mr. Jordan P. Peterson

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Pitts

Dr. Marsha N. Powell

Mr. John B. Presley

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rains

Dr. Walter Rarrick

Ms. Bailey E. Ray

Dr. and Mrs. Charles M. Renno

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Roberts

Mr. Abe Rohrbach

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Roller

Mr. Luis D. Romero

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Rosenbohm

The Late Dr. James Sammons and  
     Mrs. Gratia Sammons

Mrs. Tammy Sanders

Mrs. Elvia Saravia

Dr. Joseph A. Sartorius

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Schilter

Ms. Breanne Schlenger

Mr. Jerry Schneider

Mr. Larry Schwin

Mr. Ted R. Scott

Mr. and Mrs. Jody Shelenhamer

Mr. and Mrs. Tracy Sloan

Mr. Robert O. Smith

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Sneed

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Spurgeon

Mr. and Mrs. Dorsey Spurlock

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stephens

Mr. Samuel D. Stewart

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Stough

Mr. Ed Stricklin

Ms. Lattie Sullivan

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Sundberg

Mrs. Marvel D. Surrette

Mr. Brandon Tanner

Mr. Yonas Tekeste

Mr. Blaise A. Torrence

Drs. Scott and Lori Trefts

Dr. Betty A. Van Blair

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Vermillion

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Vestal

Mr. and Mrs. Micheal Vineyard

Mr. and Mrs. Ray E. Walden

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Walker

Mr. and Mrs. D. R. Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy D. Walker

Mr. Bryon Wallis

Mr. and Mrs. Buell Weathers

Mr. and Mrs. Roy C. Whisler

Ms. Alison O. Wickenheiser

Mr. Ray Wickenheiser

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Wickersham

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Williams

Mr. and Mrs. George A. Williams

Dr. and Mrs. Graham R. Williams

Mrs. Susan E. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Wolhoy

SBU ALUMNI CONTINUE TO GIVE BACK

Southwest Baptist University alumni 

groups have long played a role in giving 

back to the student body, and university as 

a whole, through scholarships and other 

projects. 

	 The Alumni Association Board, made up 

of 19 SBU alumni, supports one endowed 

scholarship given to four students each 

year (a student from each class – freshman, 

sophomore, junior and senior – is selected).   

	 This scholarship was established to assist 

current and incoming students of SBU alum-

ni. Scholarship recipients must demonstrate 

Christian faith and be active members of 

an evangelical church. Recipients also must 

maintain a 3.0 cumulative grade point aver-

age.   

	 The Alumni Board selects the four 

recipients of the scholarship during the 

winter board meeting. Gifts to the Alumni 

Association Scholarship can be given at 

www.SBUniv.edu/give. Type “endowed 

alumni” in the “search for funds” section. 

	 Another alumni group is the 50-Year Club, 

which is comprised of SBU alumni who 

have been out of school for 50+ years since 

graduation. Each year the newest members 

are inducted into the 50-Year Club during a 

luncheon held during Homecoming week-

end.		   

	 This group has donated to several proj-

ects across campus, some recent projects 

include:

•	 Signage for campus

•	 Beasley Hall renovation 

•	 Lane No. 1 of the Orlin B. Stewart 
track 

•	 All four marble signs and front  
entrance fencing 

•	 McClelland Dining Facility renovation 

•	 Chapel renovation (sponsored 12 
chapel seats)

	 The club’s current officers are: Stella 

Cunningham ’59 (president), Ben Franklin 

’60 (vice president) and Elizabeth Pace ’59 

(secretary). 

	 “Working in the alumni engagement 

field has allowed me to see even more how 

generous SBU alumni are,” said Holly 

Bridge ’08, director of alumni engagement 

at SBU. “I have had the privilege of hear-

ing story after story about how SBU has 

impacted the lives of alumni. Even in dif-

ficult times, the Lord has provided and SBU 

alumni have given back. I started the annual 

fund position in 2008, and some of our best 

years in annual fund were 2008, 2009 and 

2010. God is good.  

	 “This job is not always easy, but it is 

certainly rewarding. So, thank you to the 

alumni who have and who continue to give 

back to your alma mater. Thank you for 

helping SBU remain a strong and viable 

institution of Christian higher education.” n

Learn how to give to SBU by: 

•	 contacting Jim Grabowski ’08, 
development officer, at (417) 328-1807  
or jgrabowski@SBUniv.edu

•	 visiting www.SBUniv.edu/give 

By Denise Elson Tucker ’89

Alumni Day in Washington, D.C.
Alumni Day at St. Louis Cardinals
Graduation 
Southern Baptist Convention – Dallas, Texas

MARCH 10, 2018

APRIL 7, 2018

MAY 19, 2018

JUNE 12-13, 2018

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
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Mr. and Mrs. Don Woods, Jr.

Rev. and Mrs. Richard Wright

Mr. Nathan W. Yoder

Mr. Joshua A. Yount

Mrs. Nancy Zelle

Founders’ Club
$500 - $999
Ms. Ilene K. Adair

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Adair

Mr. Joel T. Adams

Mr. Steven C. Adams

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Allee

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Allen

Ms. Patricia Allmon

Mrs. Julie Anderson

Mrs. Shelby L. Babcock

Mr. Herb Barritt

Ms. Rachel D. Barthold

Mr. Logan M. Battiste

Ms. Armani O. Battle

Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord W. Behrens

Ms. Felicia L. Bell

Ms. Emily Bennett

Mr. Ballard Bierbaugh

Mr. and Mrs. Larry N. Bland

Dr. and Mrs. Jack Blaylock

Ms. Kayla M. Bobeen

Ms. Sophia G. Borrowman

Ms. Bailey K. Bowe

Mr. Bart Bowe

Dr. and Mrs. Frank D. Bowers

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boynton

Ms. Katelyn G. Brantingham

Ms. Olivia J. Brinkman

Mr. Andrew D. Brown

Ms. Cheyanne L. Broyles

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Bryan

Mr. and Mrs. Kellen Burns

Mr. Jason L. Buschert

Mr. and Mrs. Gerry A. Calame

Mr. and Mrs. David Cantwell

Dr. Ann L. Cascarelle

Ms. Allison Caviness

Mr. Glen Chambers

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Chase

Ms. JoAnne L. Christian

Dr. and Mrs. Dan Cochran

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Coffey

Mrs. Jim Cook

Mr. Brian Corner

Mr. Jason Crockett

Mr. David Crook

Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Dake

Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Daniels

Ms. Kelsey S. Danielsen

Mr. and Mrs. Ric Davies

Ms. Ruth L. Dearing

Mr. and Mrs. Todd A. Decker

Mr. Derek M. Deuvall

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Diamond

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Dock

Mrs. Lucille B. Donnell

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Dressler

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Easley

Mr. J. Don Edwards

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Edwards

Mr. Robert D. Erickson

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Evans

Mr. Donald Exline

Ms. Bailey M. Fancher

Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel Fleer

Mr. Jonathan W. Foley

Mr. Larry W. Foltz

Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Forbis

Mr. Brennan M. Frank

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Franklin

Ms. Jessa L. Fuller

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan T. Galdamez

Mrs. Diana L. Gallamore

Ms. Teresa A. Garcia

Mr. Chris Garrett

Mr. and Mrs. Adam George

Mr. and Mrs. Keith W. Gibson

Dr. Betty J. Gipson

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Goode

Mr. Andrew W. Gotzon

Ms. Linda Grant

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Gussman

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hammann

Ms. Sydney K. Hanafin

Ms. Carolyn B. Hargis

Mr. Kevin R. Hawkins

Mr. Richard Henderson

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Hepburn

Ms. Brooke A. Herald

Mr. Jimmie Hickman

Mrs. Mary L. Hitt

Ms. Rebecca Hoagland

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Honeycutt

Dr. Jeff L. Huck

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hughes

Dr. and Mrs. Eugene A. Hutcheson

Mr. and Mrs. Mark G. Inman

Mrs. Lorna Jaggers

Ms. Donnelle J. Johnson

Ms. Teresa Johnson

Mr. Caleb D. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. James Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Jones

Mr. Rick and Dr. Janet Juhlin

Mr. Austin E. Kats

Mr. Jerry Keith

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery S. Kerr

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Kimberling

Ms. Hannah E. King

Mrs. Tammy Klein

Mr. Daniel Konkle

Mrs. Susan K. Kromrie

Dr. and Mrs. Abel D. Lacquement

Ms. Jordan N. Lange

Mr. and Mrs. Brock C. Langley

Dr. and Mrs. Ray Leininger

Ms. Abigail G. Loser

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Loucks

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Manly

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mann

Mr. and Mrs. David Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Matter

Mr. Benjamin G. Mayfield

Mr. and Mrs. Corey McElhaney

Mr. Michael S. McIntosh

Drs. Scott and Beverly McNeal

Mr. and Mrs. Delmar Meadows

Mr. and Mrs. George C. Mier

Mr. Elvin G. Miles

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Miller

Mr. Seth M. Miller

Mr. Ray S. Milligan

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Morley

Ms. Betty J. Mulbery

Mr. and Mrs. John Mullen

Mr. Joseph Nicholson, III

Dr. and Mrs. Stanley K. Nickle

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew A. Nimmo

Dr. and Mrs. Gustavo Nix

Mr. and Mrs. Keith A. Noltkamper

Mr. and Mrs. Warren O’Brien

Dr. and Mrs. Wendell Page

Ms. Delores Painter

Ms. Robin Parker

Ms. Carlene Pennel

Mr. Curtis A. Plott

Rev. Paul E. Powell

Ms. Suzanne Powers

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Pruiett

Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Reese

Mr. James Resset

Dr. and Mrs. Jorge Ribas

Mr. Tony V. Richerson

Ms. Brenna C. Richmond

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Ricker

Mr. Joel A. Ridenour

Mrs. Sarah Robinson

Mrs. Laura Rodgers

Ms. Megan E. Rodgers

Mr. and Mrs. David Rogers

Ms. Mary E. Rose

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Rose

Ms. Jazmine L. Sales

Mr. and Mrs. Candido K. Sanchez

Mr. Tony J. Savage, Jr.

Mr. Dustin Schaaf

Mr. Quint and Dr. Becky Schoeneberg

Ms. Alyssa D. Schumacher

Ms. Carol Schwin

Ms. Alice E. Seymour

Mr. and Mrs. John Sheehy

Mr. Jerry B. Shelenhamer

Ms. Martha Shriver

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Simmons

Mrs. Cathy Smith

Mr. Mike Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Smith

Dr. and Mrs. Ron Smith

Mr. and Mrs. John Snider

Mrs. C. Beth Snowden

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Spoon

Ms. Sarah E. Spurgeon

Mr. and Mrs. Brent Stafford

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Statton

Mr. Ryan T. Steel

Mr. John Stephenson

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Swearengin

Mr. Lawrence Tally

Dr. and Mrs. Jerry H. Thornsberry

Mr. Sam L. Timbrook

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Toler

Mr. and Mrs. Tim J. Toll

Dr. and Mrs. Philip Truscott

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tummons

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Vestal

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Vierkant

Mr. Peter Vold

Mr. Eric Walker

Mrs. Linda A. Wallace

Ms. Arnita Walls

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Walters

Ms. Bethany K. Warner

Mr. Tyler S. Webb

Mr. Colby B. Welch

Mr. Taylor Weld

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Whisler

Mr. Duane E. Williams

Mr. and Mrs. James Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby E. Williford

Dr. Louise Wimberly

Mr. Zachary A. Winters

Dr. and Mrs. Bob E. Woolley

Mr. Richard Young

Mrs. Noel L. Young-Speno

Bearcat Club
$250 - $499
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Adams

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred P. Aldridge

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Andersen

Dr. Jenna L. Anderson

Mr. Randall Antle

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Arbaugh

Mr. and Mrs. Brian M. Archer

Mr. David Ausbury

Mr. William E. Bacon

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil H. Bagley

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle B. Barber

Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Barbour

Ms. Tobi N. Barta

Ms. Ashley N. Bauer

Mr. Ronald Bauer

Mr. Jordan T. Beck

Mr. and Mrs. David Beckett

Mr. Ronny Bell

Dr. Wiljon W. Beltre

Ms. Lisa Benetz

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey M. Berger

Ms. Amanda M. Berkstresser

Mr. and Mrs. Alex J. Bermudez



Mr. Stephen Bingaman

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Black

Mr. David Boren

Mr. and Mrs. James D. Boutwell

Mr. and Mrs. Rhett M. Bouvia

Mr. Joseph T. Bouvier

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Bradshaw

Mr. and Mrs. Stoney N. Brandt

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Bredehoeft

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Breedlove

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Brennecke

Mr. and Mrs. Newton C. Brill

Mr. and Mrs. Tomas H. Brock

Ms. Linsey N. Brook

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Brown

Dr. and Mrs. Rex Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Brown

Miss Maeanne Browning

Mr. and Mrs. Reuel Broyles

Ms. Jacqueline L. Bulgin

Dr. and Mrs. David T. Bunch

Ms. Victoria L. Burris

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis L. Busch

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Caffey

Mr. Davis C. Cantwell

Rev. and Mrs. Nolan D. Carrier

Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie D. Carter

Mr. Ronnie Chitty

Ms. Kristin M. Church

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd R. Closser

Mr. Martin R. Cox

Mr. and Mrs. Orvil Cox

Mr. Gabriel O. Craig

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Czech

Mr. Dan Dallmann

Ms. Eldonna R. DeWeese

Mr. Daniel C. Dickensheet

Ms. Caitlin M. Diepenbrock

Ms. Sheila Doe

Mr. Ethan Donovan

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Driskill

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Drury

Mr. Mark Elliott

Mr. Ryan Ellis

Ms. Hannah M. Ewing

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua C. Ewing

Ms. Terri Fallin

Mr. Trenton L. Finley

Mrs. Talya Finn

Mr. and Mrs. Brent D. Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Fisher

Ms. Sarah L. Fletcher

Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Fluegel

Ms. Sandra K. Fortner

Mr. and Mrs. John Frazier

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Freeman

Ms. Anne Gagnon

Mr. and Mrs. Hayden R. Gambrell

Mr. Jacob A. George

Ms. Hannah J. Gibson

Mrs. Lisa A. Gidaro

The Late Mr. Robert Gill

Ms. Jayden S. Gonzales

Mr. David C. Grady

Mr. Joseph W. Gravely

Ms. Anna F. Gray

Ms. Loretta M. Greaves

Ms. Katherine E. Green

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Greene

Mr. and Mrs. Raphael Gruener

Mr. R. G. Gump

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hall

Mr. Dan and Dr. Kimberly Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald D. Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Billy L. Hanger

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Hankammer

Ms. Patsy Hargrove

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Hartley

Ms. Morgan S. Henderson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Herald

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Herndon

Ms. Carol Hill

Mr. Candis A. Hoesch

Mr. Bill Hooten

Mr. and Mrs. Brent Hopkins

Mr. Harlan R. Hovey

Mr. and Mrs. Miles Hudson

Mr. Ralph E. Hungerford

Mr. Joshua E. Hunt

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Hurley

Mrs. Cynthia Hutchings

Rev. William C. Hutchins

Mr. Jacob R. Immel

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Immel

Rev. Tracy W. Jaggers

Mr. Austin M. Jenkins

Mr. and Mrs. Ivas Kerans

Ms. Lauren N. Kerby

Dr. Katelyn A. Kestner

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Kim

Mr. and Mrs. Carl H. Kincaid

Mr. Evan M. Kirksey

Ms. Martha C. Kiser

Ms. Lauryn B. Klein

Ms. Jean Knapp

Ms. Kailee N. Knudsen

Ms. Kathy Knudsen

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Kuykendall

Ms. Diane M. Lauff

Ms. Ellen Lawlor

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Lewis

Mr. Scott Liebenguth

Ms. Dianna Locke

Mr. Noah D. Loethen

Mr. Charles L. Love

Ms. Luellen Lowery

Ms. Elizabeth M. Luckel

Rev. and Mrs. Henry Luckel

Mr. and Mrs. George W. Lunn

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Lynch

Ms. Angela J. Maidment

Ms. Marissa R. Mangner

Dr. and Mrs. Bob Marti

Ms. Abigail D. Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Brian E. Martin

Mr. Ian T. Martin

Mr. Jordan A. Martin

Ms. Samantha M. Martin

Mr. K. Geratt Mazzola

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse L. McCallister

Ms. Regan N. McCormick

Mr. and Mrs. Donald McDonald

Mr. Joseph A. McKenzie

Ms. Dana K. Medley-Vogel

Mr. Jeffrey P. Metzler

Rev. and Mrs. Martin Micke

Ms. Hunter D. Middleton

Mr. Harold E. Milford, Jr.

Mr. Andrew D. Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby J. Miller

Ms. Kasidee L. Miller

Mr. William C. Mills

Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Moore

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Morgan

Ms. Taylor A. Morrow

Mrs. Sue Motley

Ms. Patricia Munsell

Mr. Jeffrey W. Murray

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Murray

Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Newburn

Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Newburn

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Nichols

Ms. Grace C. Nicholson

Mrs. Jo Ellen Nicholson

Mrs. Mary C. Niswonger

Mrs. Ruth A. Noblett

Dr. and Mrs. Lane Nutt

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ogle

Ms. Paula Ohara

Ms. Cynthia Osborne

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Penland

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Penticuff

Ms. Brise M. Perry

Mr. Nick Pettit

Mr. George Portokalis

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Prier

Mrs. Lou Ann Priest

Mr. Indock K. Protzman

Mr. Chris Rador

Ms. Alexandra D. Reese

Mr. and Mrs. Freddie Ricker

Mr. Nathan and Dr. Megan Roberts

Ms. Janice E. Robins

Mr. and Mrs. George W. Robinson

Ms. Bethany J. Rodgers

Ms. Marresa L. Ross

Mr. Jacob F. Saatmann

Mr. and Mrs. John Sanders

Mr. Don Sands

Mrs. Carolyn F. Schaffer

Mr. Steve Schell

Mrs. Linda F. Schmitz

Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Scifres

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Sconce

Mr. Edward E. Seabough

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby J. Sell

Dr. and Mrs. Joe B. Shelton

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Sherman

Ms. Jenna R. Shore

Mr. David J. Sickmiller

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Simpson

Ms. Victoria B. Skobel

Mr. David F. Slaughter

Ms. Kathryn A. Smart

Ms. Laree Smith

Ms. Amy Sommers

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Speidel

Mr. Joshua Speidel

Mr. and Mrs. Jordan R. St. Clair

Mr. Gerald F. Stephens

Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Stevens

Dr. and Mrs. Charles W. Sullivan

Mr. Steve Swain

Mr. Kevin L. Swink

Mr. Robert A. Taflinger

Ms. Mary L. Tankersley

Mr. and Mrs. Neal Taylor

Ms. Denise Tewes

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Tewes

Mr. and Mrs. Mark G. Thomason

Mr. and Mrs. Roy H. Tsuruda

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Turner

Ms. Danielle J. Turner

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Turner

Mr. Rodney Turner

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Tuttle

Dr. and Mrs. Sam Upton

Rev. and Mrs. Gary S. Urich

Ms. Hailey A. Vernon

Ms. Tiana Vincent

Mrs. Helen M. Votaw

Rev. and Mrs. Granville H. Watson

Mr. Jason Webb

Mr. and Mrs. Ki Weems

Mr. Tim Welsh

Mr. and Mrs. Larry F. Whatley

Dr. and Mrs. Glade F. Whitworth

Mr. Jason Wildeman

Ms. Lu Rae Wilkins

Dr. Bobbi Williams

Mrs. Margaret E. Williams

Mr. Josiah T. Williford

Mr. Anthony G. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wilson

Dr. and Mrs. Leroy Winkle

Ms. Barbara K. Witbrodt

Mrs. Linda S. Wollard

Mr. Robert Wright

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy W. Yawn

Mr. Varooge Yerganian

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Young

12 SBUlife		   Winter 2018
2 0 1 7  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  R E P O R T



www.SBUniv.edu	 SBUlife 13

SARA DRAKE SALGUERO ’04

At the beginning, attending Southwest Baptist University was     

 “kind of a truce” between Sara (Drake) Salguero and her par-

ents.		   

	 Salguero had always dreamed of going to Oklahoma Baptist 

University as several of her good friends had done. Although it was 

a little far from her home in Raytown, Mo., it appealed to the high 

school senior who was looking for adventure. Her parents, however, 

wanted her to attend William Jewell College, which was a little closer 

to home and was going to cover most of her costs to attend, but 

Salguero wasn’t interested in staying close to home. 

	 A visit to the SBU campus in Bolivar changed their minds. 

	 “My parents and I decided one weekend to take a trip to Bolivar, 

Mo., as it was kind of a truce between what they wanted and what 

I wanted,” Salguero said. “In the end, both my parents and I fell in 

love with both the school and the town 

of Bolivar. After that weekend, we all 

were certain that SBU was where I 

needed to be.” 

	 After earning her degree in 

elementary education, with a minor 

in early childhood education in 2004, 

Salguero worked as an intern with a 

student ministry at a church in Kansas City. Later that year, she left 

for Guatemala, where she had gone on mission while a student. She 

returned to the U.S., but her “heart was always in Guatemala,” she 

said. 

	 While serving in Guatemala, Salguero met and married a man 

named Edgar, who was studying to be an engineer and was oversee-

ing the work Salguero’s team was doing. After they were married in 

November 2007, they served together as house parents in one of the 

homes for girls at Casa Bernabe. 

	 The Salgueros have served full-time in various capacities at Casa 

Bernabe for the past 10 years and currently serve as directors of the 

ministry. They oversee all the children, staff and programs that 

make up the ministry. 

	 When Salguero first moved to Guatemala, she served as the 

On-Campus Missionary and Team Coordinator, handling the cor-

respondence prior to the teams’ arrival with the SBU team.   

	 “Once the team landed in Guatemala, I was responsible for 

their overall care while serving at Casa Bernabe,” Salguero said. 

“I organized their stay, their work projects, helped when they 

were sick or needed advice, and basically just kind of acted as 

‘mother hen’ throughout their stay.”   

	 The Salgueros just hosted their 13th team from SBU. Each 

team has 12-25 students, with one team recently including close 

to 30 members. 

	 “Over the past years, Sara has played a unique role in being 

able to impact many lives through 

her service at Casa Bernabe, first as 

a mission participant, then by teach-

ing at Casa Bernabe, and now as a 

mission host and representative of 

Casa Bernabe,” said Diana Gallamore, 

director of the Center for Global 

Connections at SBU. “She has a good 

understanding of what the SBU Center for Global Connections 

intends for SBU students and a unique position to speak into 

their lives as they are seeking the Lord for their next steps in life.” 

	 All of which she learned as a student at SBU— and wants to pass 

along to other SBU students. 

	 “My hope is that for as long as God gives me the opportunity, 

I can invest in young men and women that are so much like I 

was during my years at SBU,” Salguero said. “I hope to help open 

their eyes to see that so often we put God into a box and we only 

dream so far, when in fact, God has something so much bigger 

and more marvelous than what we dream for ourselves.” n

By Denise Elson Tucker ’89

“MY HOPE IS THAT FOR AS LONG AS 

GOD GIVES ME THE OPPORTUNITY, 

I CAN INVEST IN YOUNG MEN AND 

WOMEN THAT ARE SO MUCH LIKE I WAS 

DURING MY YEARS AT SBU.” 



Heritage Society 
$50,000 and above
Citizens Memorial Hospital, Bolivar, Mo.

Community Foundation of the Ozarks, Springfield, Mo.

Missouri Baptist Convention, Jefferson City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation,        
      Bayport, Minn.

Robert W. Plaster Foundation, Lebanon, Mo.

Sunderland Foundation, Overland Park, Kan.

Legacy Society
$20,000 - $49,999
Grooms Office Environments, Springfield, Mo.

City of Springfield, Springfield, Mo.

Citizens Memorial Healthcare Foundation, Bolivar, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Clinton, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Nevada, Mo.

Hagan Scholarship Foundation, Columbia, Mo.

Missouri Baptist Foundation, Jefferson City, Mo.

Missouri Colleges Fund Inc., Jefferson City, Mo.

Missouri Masonic Scholarship Fund, Columbia, Mo.

Missouri National Guard, Jefferson City, Mo.

Musgrave Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

Rotary District 6060 Foundation, Saint Louis, Mo.

Scholarship America Foundation, Saint Peter, Minn.

Springfield Glass Company LLC, Springfield, Mo.

Zinngrabe Charitable Foundation, Orange, Calif.

Distinguished Leadership Council
$10,000 - $19,999
Bolivar Educational Advancement Foundation,        
      Bolivar, Mo.

Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, Tahlequah, Okla.

Harry Cooper Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

Department of Health and Human Services, Rockville, Md.

Do Something Inc., New York, N.Y.

Empire District Electric Company, Joplin, Mo.

Fresh Ideas Food Service Management, Columbia, Mo.

Gammill Family Foundation, West Plains, Mo.

Gold Mechanical Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Henry and Lucille Straus Scholarship, Springfield, Mo.

International Scholarship & Tuition Services Inc.,  
      Nashville, Tenn.

Judson Young Memorial Educational Foundation Inc.,  
      Salem, Mo.

Kauffman Scholars Inc., Kansas City, Mo.

Rhodes Concrete and Construction, Bolivar, Mo.

Arch W. Shaw Foundation, Birch Tree, Mo.

Shelter Insurance Foundation, Columbia, Mo.

Smith-Glynn-Callaway Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

Southwest Electric Cooperative, Bolivar, Mo.

TUA Glenn Nursing Scholarship, Providence, R.I.

Tulsa Community Foundation, Tulsa, Okla.

Wellspring Fellowship, Bolivar, Mo.

Windstream Communications Inc., Little Rock, Ark.

President’s Council
$5,000 - $9,999
Republic Services, Springfield, Mo.

Arkansas Rehabilitation Services, Little Rock, Ark.

Artisan Construction Services, Springfield, Mo.

Bank of Bolivar, Bolivar, Mo.

Central Region Workforce Investment Board, Rolla, Mo.

Charles Koch Foundation, Arlington, Va.

Chickasaw Nation, Ada, Okla.

Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation, Reston, Va.

Citizen Potawatomi Nation, Shawnee, Okla.

Cocopah Indian Tribe, Somerton, Ariz.

Greater Kansas City Community Foundation,  
      Kansas City, Mo.

Elks National Foundation, Chicago, Ill.

The Ellis Foundation, Fort Scott, Kan.

First Baptist Church, Arnold, Mo.

Helitech, Belleville, Ill.

Jack Henry & Associates, Monett, Mo.

Jack J. Isgur Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.

Kerm Inc., Rogers, Ark.

Lebanon R-III School District, Lebanon, Mo.

MFA Foundation, Columbia, Mo.

Mid-Missouri Bank, Bolivar, Mo.

Miles Memorial Fund, Bolivar, Mo.

Missouri Career Center, Springfield, Mo.

O’Reilly Automotive Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Ozark Action Inc., West Plains, Mo.

Second Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Solomon Jackson Junior Foundation, Columbia, S.C.

South Haven Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Spear Excavating LLC, Bolivar, Mo.

Stanberry R-II High School, Stanberry, Mo.

The Doe Run Company, Viburnum, Mo.

Tyson Family Foundation, Springdale, Mo.

Unigroup Incorporated Scholarship Foundation,  
      Fenton, Mo.

Wells Fargo Matching Gifts Program, Saint Paul, Minn.

White River Valley Electric Trust, Branson, Mo.

Provost’s Club
$1,000 - $4,999
Abilene Rotary Club, Abilene, Kan.

Air Force Aid Society, Arlington, Va.

Allianz Global Corporate and Specialty, Chicago, Ill.

American Legion Foundation of Missouri,  
      Jefferson City, Mo.

American Legion Post 331, Saint Robert, Mo.

American Red Cross, Charlotte, N.C.

Andrew Habsieger Scholarship Foundation, Festus, Mo.

Anna Big Creek Baptist Church, Anna, Ill.

Arkansas Baptist Foundation, Little Rock, Ark.

Army Emergency Relief, Arlington, Va.

Asbury Church, Foley, Mo.

Ava R-I School District, Ava, Mo.

Axiom Enterprises LLC, Newark, Del.

Bank of America, Provicence, R.I.

Baptist Foundation of Illinois, Springfield, Ill.

Baptist General Convention of Missouri,  
      Jefferson City, Mo.

Baptist Trinity Lutheran Legacy Foundation,  
      Kansas City, Mo.

BD Medical, Franklin Lakes, N.J.

BDA Realty Group LLC, Shawnee Mission, Kan.

Bentonville School District #6, Bentonville, Ark.

Berean Baptist Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Bill Wombles Memorial Scholarship, Moro, Ill.

BKD LLP, Springfield, Mo.

Blue Springs Christian Church, Blue Springs, Mo.

Bolivar Ready Mix and Materials Inc., Bolivar, Mo.

Briarcliff Church, Kansas City, Mo.

Brunswick Foundation, Lake Forest, Ill

Calvary Baptist Church, Alton, Ill.

Canterbury Fund, Fort Myers, Fla.

Cassville R-IV School District, Cassville, Mo.

Chapter LD, P E O Sisterhood, Stockton, Mo.

Chariton Chamber Foundation, Chariton, Iowa

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Durant, Okla.

Christ Lutheran Church, Overland Park, Kan.

Christian Action Group Inc., Uvalde, Texas

CIS Data Services LLC, Springfield, Mo.

Clever R-V School District, Clever, Mo.

Commerce Bank, Bolivar, Mo.

Concord Baptist Church, Jefferson City, Mo.

Connections to Success, Saint Charles, Mo.

ConocoPhillips Company, Houston, Texas

Corbin Charitble Trust, Nevada, Mo.

Country Fair White Elephant Scholarship,  
      Green Valley, Ariz.

Cyctic Fibrosis Association, West Plains, Mo.

Discount Dave’s Flooring, Springfield, Mo.

Dr. Bruce V. Drowns Educational Foundation,  
      Saint Joseph, Mo.

DXRacerUSA, Whitmore Lake, Mich.

Edward Linlow Scholarship Fund, Saint Louis, Mo.

El Dorado Promise, El Dorado, Ark.

Elks Lodge #791, Louisiana, Mo.

Kimberling City Elks Lodge, Kimberling City, Mo.

Emmanuel United Methodist Church, Abilene, Kan.

ESA Foundation, Blairstown, Mo.

Fairdale Baptist Church, Hemphill, Texas

Farmers State Bank, Bolivar, Mo.

FCS Financial, Jefferson City, Mo.

Federal Protection Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Fee Fee Baptist Church, Bridgeton, Mo.

Finley Charitable Foundation, Lamar, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Adair, Okla.

First Baptist Church, Baxter Springs, Kan.

First Baptist Church, Blue Springs, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Branson, Mo.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado Springs, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Eldon, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Ellisville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Grant, Ala.

First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Independence, Kan.
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First Baptist Church, Knob Noster, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Lebanon, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Marshall, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Neosho, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Newport, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Peculiar, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Richland, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Thayer, Mo.

First Baptist Church, West Plains, Mo.

First Southern Baptist Church, Stockton, Mo.

First United Methodist Church, Canon City, Colo.

Foresters Financial, Buffalo, N.Y.

Foster Care to Success, Cleveland, Ohio

Foundation for Springfield Public Schools, Springfield, Mo.

Fraternal Order of Eagles, El Dorado Springs, Mo.

Fruitland Road Country Church, Springfield, Mo.

Gasconade C-IV Schools, Falcon, Mo.

Gascosage Electric Cooperative, Dixon, Mo.

Grace Charitable Foundation, Scottsdale, Ariz.

Greater Mount Carmel Project Fund, Saint Louis, Mo.

Griffin Family Foundation, Mexico, Mo.

Gruver Farm Scholarship Foundation, Gruver, Texas

Hall Family Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.

Hannibal Carbide Tool Inc., Hannibal, Mo.

Heart of America Council, BSA, Kansas City, Mo.

Heritage Baptist Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Highland Area Community Foundation, Highland, Ill.

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Lebanon, Mo.

Hutchins Advertising LLC, Springfield, Mo.

HyperX Gaming, Fountain Valley, Calif.

IdRaHaJe Scholarship Foundation, Bailey, Colo.

Integrity Tax and Accounting, Bolivar, Mo.

Intel Foundation, Princeton, N.J.

Jefferson City Public Schools, Jefferson City, Mo.

Jera Foundation, Rosebud, Mo.

Keeling Foundation for Kids Inc.,Bolivar, Mo.

Kids’ Chance of Missouri, Saint Louis, Mo.

King Hill Baptist Church, Saint Joseph, Mo.

Kiwanis Club of Bartlesville, Bartlesville, Okla.

Kiwanis Club of Tulsa, Tulsa, Okla.

Knights of Columbus Council 7588, Kimberling City, Mo.

KPM CPAs, Springfield, Mo.

KY3 Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Laclede Electric Trust, Lebanon, Mo.

Lake Ozark Rotary, Osage Beach, Mo.

Lamar Independent Foundation for Education, Lamar, Mo.

Lawrence Heights Christian Church, Lawrence, Kan.

LBC Foundation, Shawnee Mission, Kan.

Lebanon Area Foundation, Lebanon, Mo.

Lee’s Summit West High School, Lee’s Summit, Mo.

Liberty Bank, Alton, Ill.

Claude and Ada Low Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

Macks Creek Alumni Scholarship, Macks Creek, Mo.

Mammoth Assembly of God, Gainesville, Mo.

Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation, Alexandria, Va.

Marshfield Assembly of God Church, Marshfield, Mo.

McCarthy Baptist Church, Saint Joseph, Mo.

Meek Charitable Trust, Springfield, Mo.

Melva Palmer Ellis Memorial, Lebanon, Mo.

Mesquite Independent School District, Mesquite, Texas

Miller Management Systems, LLC, Kansas City, Mo.

NEW BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIP 
ESTABLISHED IN MEMORIAM

A scholarship to benefit Southwest 

Baptist University students in the 

Robert W. Plaster College of Business and 

Computer Science recently was estab-

lished in the memory of Lois Louise Kasier 

Richardson.		   

	 Mrs. Richardson, who was from 

Bourbon, Mo., was a student at Southwest 

Baptist College from 1972 to 1974 and 

pursued a degree in business. She spent 

time as an accountant and taught business 

for more than 25 years.  

	 Her husband, Gary, established the 

“College of Business Alumni and Ex-

Students Scholarship” with an initial gift 

of $5,000 in memory of Lois, who “truly 

loved being a business teacher.” 

	 The scholarship is for incoming fresh-

men and returning sophomores, with 

freshmen needing at least a 3.5 grade 

point average and sophomores needing to 

maintain a 3.0 GPA. Recipients are selected 

by the college dean and SBU’s financial aid 

office. 

	 Dr. Troy Bethards, dean of SBU’s 

Robert W. Plaster College of Business and 

Computer Science, said several alumni 

and former students have received finan-

cial support while working on their under-

graduate degrees. The desire is to provide 

former SBU students with the opportunity 

to give to those coming behind them, and 

allow the Bearcat family to assist those 

who have financial needs. 

	 “The establishment of the College 

of Business Alumni and Ex-Students 

Scholarship in honor of Lois Louise Kaiser 

Richardson, a former student of SBU, 

makes this a reality,” Bethards said. “The 

scholarship pools funds from our alumni 

and former students for the express 

purpose of meeting the needs of current 

SBU students pursuing a degree program 

related to Business Administration.” 

	 Majors related to Business 

Administration include:

•	 Computational Finance

•	 Economics/Finance

•	 International Business

•	 Management

•	 Marketing

•	 Public Relations

•	 Sport Business

	 “Without the Richardson family 

providing the seed funding to honor 

Lois Louise Kaiser Richardson, this 

scholarship would not be a reality,” 

Bethards said. “I am humbled that the 

family chose to honor Mrs. Richardson 

in a way that continues to positively 

impact others.” n

By Denise Elson Tucker ’89

YOUR SUPPORT HELPS! 
The Robert W. Plaster College of 
Business and Computer Science 
is calling on its alumni to help 
secure the funding needed 
to fully endow the “College of 
Business Alumni and Ex-Students 
Scholarship.” 
	 “I encourage our business col-
lege graduates to answer the call 
to help us complete the funding 
for this scholarship,” said Dr. Troy 
Bethards, dean of the college. “By 
doing so, they will play an impor-
tant role in assisting students in 
reaching their goal of obtaining 
their bachelor’s degree.” 
	 To give to the scholarship, con-
tact Bethards at (417) 328-1757 
or tbethards@SBUniv.edu, or Dr. 
Brad Johnson, vice president for 
university relations, at (417) 328-
1805 or bjohnson@SBUniv.edu.
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JEFF JACKSON ’91
By Denise Elson Tucker ’89

When he was a boy, Jeff Jackson was fascinated by 

computers. 

	 So much so that he bought his first computer when he 

was 12 years old, using money he made doing odd jobs for 

other farms near his family farm outside Moberly, Mo. 

	 Little did he know, when he purchased that Timex 

Sinclair in 1982, that computers would be the focus of his 

future. 

	 “I don’t think I knew when I started, to be quite hon-

est,” Jackson said. “When I got it, I started playing with it 

and got a book on programming. In my spare time in high 

school, I was teaching myself to program. It started a pas-

sion for it, which I’ve always had.”  

	 That love of computers and his desire for a Christian edu-

cation led him to Southwest Baptist University in 1987 which 

had recently created the computer science department.  

	 And, while he continued his undergraduate studies at 

SBU, Jackson had several internship opportunities includ-

ing: Los Alamos National Lab, Argonne National Lab and 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 

	 Once he earned his degrees in computer science and 

mathematics in 1991, Jackson went on to graduate school at 

Purdue University to continue studying computer science. 

He completed an internship for Intel and started working 

full-time at Intel in 1994. 

	 But Jackson remained connected with SBU. 

	 Several years ago, Jackson began serving on SBU’s CIS 

advisory board, and he has been a speaker for the Robert W. 

Plaster College of Business and Computer Science’s Psalm 15 

Lecture Series. 

	 “I usually try to speak to a few classes and give a presentation 

on some new, interesting technology trend we are working on,” 

said Jackson, who began making trips back to SBU in the early 

2000s. “I have given a few keynotes at conferences sponsored by 

the department and also served on the CS Industry Curriculum 

Review Committee several times. It has been exciting to see the 

department grow to offer multiple computer science majors.” 

	 About a decade ago, at Dr. Tim DeClue’s suggestion, he estab-

lished an endowment that now provides $3,000 in scholarships 

annually to freshmen computer science students. 

	 “I told him my greatest regret is meeting a talented high 

school student and coming to realize they do not believe they can 

afford to attend SBU,” said DeClue, chair and professor of com-

puter and information science. “Jeff responded by establishing 

and endowing a scholarship for incoming freshmen computing 

majors. His significant and generous contribution was matched 

by Intel, which gives the scholarship an even greater impact.” 

	 Jackson said it is our duty – as servant leaders – to help others. 

	 “I believe anyone’s career trajectory should lead them to assist 

those coming up, just as others helped them,” Jackson said. “In 

particular, I think SBU has a unique offering for anyone seeking 

computer science at a Christian institution. 

	 “The fact that SBU is a Christian school that offers computer 

science, and it’s ABET certified – I think you have to go a long 

way to find that. Add to that the size – to have a department 

that large is something, as well; to offer that many majors in 

computer science – add all those things up for a small Christian 

school, that’s a lot.” n

“HIS SIGNIFICANT AND GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION 

WAS MATCHED BY INTEL, WHICH GIVES THE 

SCHOLARSHIP AN EVEN GREATER IMPACT.”
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Missouri Elks Association, Kansas City, Mo.

Missouri Employers Mutual, Columbia, Mo.

Missouri’s Cattlemen Foundation Inc., Columbia, Mo. 

Montgomery Family Foundation, Inc., Carrollton, Ga.

Mount Carmel Baptist Church, Lake Ozark, Mo.

Mountain Mover Ministries, Lee’s Summit, Mo.

Mount Vernon R-V School District, Mount Vernon, Mo.

National Merit Scholarship, Evanston, Ill.

National Propane Gas Foundation, Washington, D.C.

The Navajo Nation Tribe, Window Rock, Ariz.

Nehemiah Center Inc., Houston, Texas

Nevada R-V School District, Nevada, Mo.

New Site Baptist Church, Monett, Mo.

Nichols Foundation, Canton, Mo.

North Dakota Community Foundation, Bismarck, N.D.

North Kansas City School District, Kansas City, Mo.

North Shore Baptist Church, Rocky Mount, Mo.

Nucor Foundation, Charlotte, N.C.

Nucor Steel Arkansas, Blytheville, Ark.

OABCIG Dollars for Scholars, Ida Grove, Iowa

OakStar Bank, Springfield, Mo.

O E A Foundation Inc., Omaha, Neb.

Ohio National Foundation, Cincinnati, Ohio

Oklahoma Educational Memorial Foundation, Tulsa, Okla.

Opal M. Huffman Charitable Trust, Kansas City, Mo.

Ozark Womens Association, Branson, Mo.

Alonzo and Lucy Hawkins Scholarship, Savannah, Ga.

Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund, Saint Louis, Mo.

Pea Ridge School District 109, Pea Ridge, Ark.

Phelps County Regional Medical Center, Rolla, Mo.

Physicians for Youth, Nixa, Mo.

Pioneer Forest LLC, Salem, Mo.

Plano Wildcats Soccer Booster Club, Plano, Texas

Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, Salem, Mo.

The Poultry Federation, Jefferson City, Mo.

The Presser Foundation, Philadelphia, Pa.

Quail Springs Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, Okla.

Quality Machine and Fabrication, Salem, Mo.

Reorganized School District R-15, Sullivan, Mo.

Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Riverwood Bible Church, Jackson, Mo.

Ross’s Floor Covering, Bolivar, Mo.

Rotary Club of Mountain View, Mountain View, Mo.

Samaria Baptist Church, Albion, Ill.

Schaum Properties LLC, Branson, Mo.

Sikeston R-VI Schools, Sikeston, Mo.

Siloam Springs School District, Siloam Springs, Ark.

Sister M. Cornelia Blasko Foundation, Mountain View, Mo.

Six Flags St. Louis LLC, Eureka, Mo.

Skaggs Foundation, Branson, Mo.

South Central Missouri Community Action, Winona, Mo.

South County Baptist Church Foundation, Saint Louis, Mo.

Southside Baptist Church, Aurora, Mo.

Speedwell Southern Baptist Church,  
      El Dorado Springs, Mo.

State Farm Companies Foundation, Princeton, N.J.

Sterling Investment Advisors LLC, Bolivar, Mo.

Temple Baptist Church, Sullivan, Mo.

The Pearl Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

Together Forever, Branson, Mo.

Truman Heartland Community Foundation,  
      Independence, Mo.

United Daughters of the Confederacy, Anderson, S.C.

United Freewill Baptist Church, West Plains, Mo.

US Granite and Tile LLC, Highlandville, Mo.

Ventura College Foundation, Ventura, Calif.

Walmart Store #27, Salem, Mo.

Warrenville Bible Chapel, Warrenville, Ill.

Wesley United Methodist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Western Hills Baptist Church, Topeka, Kan.

Wheatland Mules Booster Club, Wheatland, Mo.

Wheatland PTSO, Wheatland, Mo.

Wilkerson’s Commercial Flooring, Springfield, Mo.

William Butterworth Foundation, Moline, Ill.

William T. King Scholarship Fund, Saint Joseph, Mo.

Willow Springs Scholarship Club, Willow Springs, Mo.

Wilson-Griffin Funeral Homes, Ash Grove, Mo.

Windgate Charitable Foundation, Siloam Springs, Ark.

Windsor Baptist Church, Imperial, Mo.

Wyandotte Nation, Wyandotte, Okla.

Founders’ Club
$500 - $999
Acton Institute, Grand Rapids, Mich.

Adrian Christian Church, Adrian, Mo.

AFGE Local 1612, Rogersville, Mo.

Alliance Christian Fellowship, Bolivar, Mo.

Amarillo Area Foundation, Amarillo, Texas

The American Legion, Indianapolis, Ind.

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 370, Louisiana, Mo.

American Legion Post No. 240, Richland, Mo.

AmeriCorp, Washington, D.C.

Amy Baptist Church, Caulfield, Mo.

Anchorage Baptist Temple, Anchorage, Alaska

ATR Lighting Enterprises, Inc., Richland, Mo.

Big Creek Baptist Church, Anna, Ill.

Blue Valley Baptist Church, Overland Park, Kan.

Boeing Gift Matching Program, Princeton, N.J.

Bolivar Rotary Club, Bolivar, Mo.

Branson Bank, Branson, Mo.

Branson R-IV Education Foundation, Branson, Mo.

Buffalo Baptist Church, Buffalo, S.C.

Calvary Baptist Church, Chillicothe, Mo.

Calvary Baptist Church, Edwardsville, Ill.

Calvary Baptist Church, Odessa, Mo.

Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Camdenton R-III Schools, Camdenton, Mo.

Carl and Anna Carson Memorial Scholarship, Bolivar, Mo.

Carl Erickson Educational Scholarship, Chariton, Iowa

Chariton High School, Chariton, Iowa

Cheri Jo Davis Memorial Scholarship, Lebanon, Mo.

CHS All School Reunion, Clinton, Mo.

Clark Construction Group LLC, Bethesda, Md.

Closer Walk Church, Ridgedale, Mo.

Cole Eugene Steelman Memorial Scholarship, 
      Odessa, Mo.

Conway CTA, Conway, Mo.

Cornerstone Southern Baptist Church, Littleton, Colo. 

Cross Point Community Church, Wamego, Kan.

Dedicated Baptist Church, Bowling Green, Ky.

Delta Mu Delta Honor Society, Brookfield, Ill.

Dixon Community Scholarship Fund, Dixon, Mo.

The Durham Company, Lebanon, Mo.

El Dorado Springs Ministerial Association,  
      El Dorado Springs, Mo.

El Dorado Springs Schools, El Dorado Springs, Mo.

Elliott, Robinson and Company LLP Springfield, Mo.

Evangel Temple Christian Center, Springfield, Mo.

Evergreen Baptist Church, Bixby, Okla.

Everton Baptist Church, Everton, Mo.

Fair Play R-II Schools, Fair Play, Mo.

Faith Lutheran Church, Branson, Mo.

Family Church Inc., White Hall, Ark.

Fellowship Baptist Church, Nevis, Minn.

Fellowship Bible Church, Kirbyville, Mo.

Fellowship West Church, Bonner Springs, Kan.

Festus R-VI School District, Festus, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Appleton City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Bismarck. Mo.

First Baptist Church, Braymer, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Carl Junction, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Centralia, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Dewey, Okla.

First Baptist Church, Edmond, Okla.

First Baptist Church, Hamilton, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Harrisonville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Hermitage, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Licking, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Linn, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Maryville, Ill.

First Baptist Church, Mountian View, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Nixa, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Pevely, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Seneca, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Saint Charles, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Valley Springs, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Winfield, Mo.

First Christian Church, Bolivar, Mo.

First National Bank, Camdenton, Mo.

First Southern Baptist Church, Kimberling City, Mo.

First Things First Foundation, Phoenix, Ariz.

Franz Foods, West Plains, Mo.

Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 427, Cape Fair, Mo.

Fulton Medical Center, Fulton, Mo.

Gary Williams Contracting Inc., Paducah, Ky.

General Council of the Assemblies of God, Springfield, Mo.

Genesee Intermediate School District, Flint, Mich.

Gibault Catholic High School, Waterloo, Ill.

Gift of Hope Inc., Forsyth, Mo.

Graham Porter Construction, Atwater, Calif.

Hallmark Corporate Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.

Harrisonville Area Chamber of Commerce,  
      Harrisonville, Mo.

Heath Aaron Rutledge Scholarship Fund,  
      Summersville, Mo.

Henderson Baptist Church, Rogersville, Mo.

Houston High School Alumni Scholarship, Houston, Mo.

Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Pleasant Hill, Mo.

Hollister Booster Club, Hollister, Mo.

Homewood Evangelical Free Church, Moline, Ill.

Horatio Alger Associaton, Alexandria, Va.

Huntsville Lions Club, Huntsville, Ark.
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Iantha Baptist Church, Iantha, Mo.

Iron County C-IV Schools, Viburnum, Mo.

Kate Duncan Smith DAR School, Grant, Ala.

Kentucky Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company,              
      Louisville, Ky.

KLL Memorial Scholarship Foundation,  
      Shawnee Mission, Kan.

KPMG Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.

LAD of Southwest Missouri, Springfield, Mo.

Lakes Regions Scholarship Foundation, Laconia, N.H.

Las Brisas 1 Inc., Malden, Mo.

Liberty Baptist Church, Miami, Okla.

Lions Club of Hermitage, Hermitage, Mo.

Living Foundation Ministries, Blue Springs, Mo.

Lone Star Baptist Church, Willard, Mo.

Lucas County Farm Bureau, Chariton, Iowa

Maddux Realty Inc., Buffalo, Mo.

Marshfield’s McDonalds, Springfield, Mo.

Morrill Baptist Church, Morrill, Maine

Muskogee County Farm Bureau, Muskogee, Okla.

NASP, Inc., Waldo, Wis.

National Christian Foundation Heartland, 
      Overland Park, Kan.

National Council of Jewish Women, Prairie Village, Kan.

New Heights Church, Fayetteville, Ark.

Norborne R-VIII School District, Norborne, Mo.

Northeast Baptist Church, Clinton, Mo.

Northside Christian Church, Springfield, Mo.

Nova Scotia Department of Education,  
      Halifax, Nova Scotia

NZXT Inc., City of Industry, Calif.

Oakland Baptist Church, Clarksburg, Mo.

Odd Fellows Home Association, Fulton, Mo.

Odessa R-VII School District, Odessa, Mo.

Olive Branch First Baptist Church, Olive Branch, Miss.

Park Baptist Church, Brookfield, Mo.

Pea Ridge High School Alumni Association,  
      Pea Ridge, Ark.

P E O Chapter BT, Baxter Springs, Kan.

Platte Woods United Methodist Church,  
      Kansas City, Mo.

Polk County Cattlemen’s Association, Bolivar, Mo.

Prairie View Sunday School, Shelbyville, Mo.

Ridge Chapel Church, Kansas, Okla.

Robinson Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, Ark.

Rotary Club of Pulaski County, Saint Robert, Mo.

Sainte Genevieve School District,  
      Sainte Genevieve, Mo.

Salem R-80 School District, Salem, Mo.

Sayexco LLC, Tulsa, Okla.

South Shore Regional School Board,  
      Bridgewater, Nova Scotia

South Side Church of God, Saint Louis, Mo.

St. Louis Carpenters’ District Council, Saint Louis, Mo.

St. Mary’s Hospital, Superior, Wis.

St. Paul United Methodist Church, East Alton, Ill.

Steelville Community Development, Salem, Mo.

Stockton Christian Church, Stockton, Mo.

Stony Point Landmark Missionary Scholarship,        
      Irondale, Mo.

Sturgeon Area Ministerial Alliance, Sturgeon, Mo.

Sunrise Optimist Club, Clinton, Mo.

Tabernacle Baptist Church, Piedmont, Mo.

Temple Baptist Church, Poplar Bluff, Mo.

Thomas A. Edison PTSA, Tulsa, Okla.

Timothy Baptist Church, Muskogee, Okla.

Tower View Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo.

Tri-County Telephone Association, Council Grove, Kan.

Trinity Baptist Church, Willow Springs, Mo.

Twin Rivers Baptist Association, Wright City, Mo.

US Bank Foundation, Minneapolis, Minn.

US Bank National Association, Robbinsdale, Minn.

Verizon Foundation, Tulsa, Okla.

VFW Post 1773, Carrollton, Mo.

Walnut Grove General Baptist Church, Ava, Mo.

West Conroe Baptist Church, Conroe, Texas

Westside Church of the Nazarene, Olathe, Kan.

White Oak Pond Cumberland Presbyterian Church,        
      Lebanon, Mo.

Word of Life Community Church, Kansas City, Mo.

Bearcat Club
$250 - $499
Abilene Public Schools Endowment Association,  
      Abilene, Kan.

Association of Retired Personnel SBU, Bolivar, Mo.

AT&T Services Inc., Washington, D.C.

B & M Interiors Inc., Iberia, Mo.

Big Time Iron LLC, Pleasant Valley, Mo.

Brighton Baptist Church, Brighton, Mo.

Calvary Freewill Baptist, Springdale, Ark.

Castlewood Baptist Church, Ballwin, Mo.

The Catalyst Church, Springfield, Mo.

Centennial Baptist Church, Mexico, Mo.

Chaffee Hill Church, Chaffee, Mo.

Citizens for Education, Houston, Mo.

Common Ground Church, Sahuarita, Ariz.

Community Covenant Church, Lenexa, Kan.

Connecting Point Church, Rensselaer, N.Y.

Cowgill Baptist Church, Cowgill, Mo.

D’Wayne Eldridge Student Award, Galveston, Texas

Dallas Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas

Ellingson Contracting, Siloam Springs, Ark.

Faith Baptist Church, Bidwell, Ohio

First Assembly of God Church, Bolivar, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Belle, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Bentonville, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Dexter, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Dixon, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Hermann, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Mount Vernon, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Pierce City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Siloam Springs, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Swedborg, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Taylors, S.C.

First Baptist Church, Waynesville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Weaubleau, Mo.

First Christian Church, El Dorado Springs, Mo.

First Missionary Baptist Church, Pottersville, Mo.

First Southern Baptist Church, Coffeyville, Kan.

Frontenac School District #249, Frontenac, Kan.

Gruver Lions Club, Gruver, Texas

Halfway Public Schools, Halfway, Mo.

Hannibal Evangelical Free Church, Hannibal, Mo.

High Plains Heritage Foundation, Liberal, Kan.

Independence School District Foundation,  
      Independence, Mo.

Jefferson Avenue Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

K & W Industrial Supply Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Kings Point Baptist Church, Lockwood, Mo.

Ko’s Black Belt Academy, Shawnee Mission, Kan.

Lake Area Civic Association, Camdenton, Mo.

Lighthouse Baptist Church, Saint Ann, Mo.

Lowcountry Structures and Renovations, 
      Charleston, S.C.

Lowery Freewill Baptist Church, Tahlequah, Okla.

Maplewood Baptist Church, Maplewood, Mo.

Maplewood Baptist Church, Sedalia, Mo.

Monett FFA Booster Club, Monett, Mo.

Morningside Church, Blue Eye, Mo.

Nixa General Baptist Church, Nixa, Mo.

Northwest Region Association Inc., Saint Joseph, Mo.

Oak Grove Baptist Church, Salem, Mo.

Open Door Baptist Church, Churchville, N.Y.

Ozark Baptist Church, Houston, Mo.

P E O Chapter FW, Willow Springs, Mo.

Parks Chapel Baptist Church, Clinton, Mo.

Pilot Knob Baptist Church, Linn, Mo.

Pin Oak Baptist Church, Mount Sterling, Mo.

Pleasant Home Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Providence Baptist Church, West Plains, Mo.

Redford Baptist Church, Redford, Mo.

Richmond Christian Union Church, Richmond, Mo.

Ruth Parks Nursing Scholarship, Ida Grove, Iowa

Saginaw Baptist Church, Webb City, Mo.

SBU Women’s Club, Bolivar, Mo.

Security Bank of the Ozarks, Summersville, Mo.

Sharon Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan.

Shelby Rae Dotson Memorial Foundation,  
      Huntsville, Ark.

The Sloan Agency, Shawnee Mission, Kan.

Sorrell Hoof Trimming, Galena, Mo.

Spring Hill High School, Spring Hill, Kan.

Sterling Acres Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo.

Success Baptist Church, Success, Mo.

T.R. Hughes Homes, Saint Charles, Mo.

Utica Baptist Church, Utica, Mo.

Viola Baptist Church, Shell Knob, Mo.

Wayne City High School, Wayne City, Ill.

Webster County Republican Committee, Marshfield, Mo.

Whitewater Chapter No. 174 O E S, Leopold, Mo.

Word of Life Community Church, Peculiar, Mo.



Like most college students, Brent Watkins and Jim Ludden had 

no idea what the future held for them when they first arrived at 

Southwest Baptist University. 

	 “I came here for the ministry degree aspect,” said Watkins, a na-

tive of Quincy, Ill. “I didn’t really look at any other places. It fit, and 

that was it.” 

	 For Ludden, theater and communications, plus the fact that SBU 

was a Christian university, are what first drew him to Bolivar. 

	 Watkins earned his degree in Christian education in 1998 and 

Ludden graduated in 2003 with degrees in 

theatre and speech communication. 

	 While Watkins and Ludden were com-

pleting their undergraduate studies, they 

began volunteering with the Bolivar Fire 

Department – and they have been there ever 

since. 

	 “Originally, another student had joined 

and got me interested,” Watkins said. “Once 

you get in, it becomes addicting and you find 

that niche. 

	 “Now, here I am, 20 years later.” 

	 Ludden, whose grandfather was a fire-

fighter, had no inclination of getting into the fire service. While doing 

work study for Watkins at Pike Auditorium, Ludden was invited by 

Watkins to also get involved with the fire department. 

	 “I was a kid and I didn’t know anything about (the fire depart-

ment),” Ludden said. “I was working through growing up, where 

does the Lord want me and what is my purpose in life. I really fell in 

love with the fire service, and found that it could be my mission field.” 

	 Watkins and Ludden both joined the fire department full-time in 

2012. Watkins is currently deputy chief and emergency management 

director, and Ludden is the fire chief. 

	 As SBU alumni and leaders in the greater Bolivar community, 

Watkins and Ludden continue to have an impact on SBU students 

and the university, through safety training and projects, volun-

teering opportunities and mentoring. 

	 “They have both impacted campus on many levels,” said Mark 

Grabowski, director of safety and security at SBU. “Jim and Brent 

have been instrumental in helping to create a safety awareness 

day on campus each year. They bring in several fire trucks, set up 

educational stations related to impaired driv-

ing, operating a fire extinguisher, etc.” 

	 Getting SBU students involved in 

service-oriented work is important to Watkins 

and Ludden, as well. The department requires 

24 hours a month, which allows students the 

flexibility to work as their school schedule 

allows.  

	 Since being part of the fire depart-

ment, Watkins said they have seen at least 

40-50 SBU students come through. Some have 

served short-term, while others have ended 

up making a career out of their service.  

	 “What it comes down to is we’re alumni,” Watkins said. “We 

came there for a reason, we went there for a reason, we paid 

money for a reason. So, we want to see the university thrive and 

the students be safe. There is a natural affiliation for us already 

built there, so it makes it that much easier to continue that in this 

role. 

	 “Neither one of us imagined we’d be here, but God opened 

the doors and we’re still here serving – servant leaders in a global 

society.” n
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BRENT WATKINS ’98 AND JIM LUDDEN ’03
By Denise Elson Tucker ’89

Bolivar Fire Chief Jim Ludden 
guides an SBU student through an 

impaired driving simulation.



20 SBUlife		   Winter 2018

B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S
OFFICERS: Don Fahrni ’70, CHAIRMAN; Phillip Franz, VICE CHAIRMAN; Randy Johnson ’77, SECRETARY

David Bennett ’72, BUSINESSMAN, JOPLIN

Joe Brand, BUSINESSMAN, SALEM

David Brown ’88, PASTOR, LEBANON

Syndee Chase, BUSINESSWOMAN, LEBANON

Todd Decker ’83, PASTOR, NEOSHO

Jerry Dudley, PASTOR, ST. CHARLES

Jim Evans ’74, BUSINESSMAN, BLUE SPRINGS

Don Fahrni ’70, BUSINESSMAN, RUSSELLVILLE

Kevin Farr, PASTOR, STEELVILLE

Phillip Franz, BUSINESSMAN, WEST PLAINS

Susan Gilmore ’79, EDUCATOR, MT. VERNON

Jana Horner ’89, PHYSICIAN, BOLIVAR

Wayne Hutchins ’51, RETIRED BUSINESSMAN, SPRINGFIELD

Bob Ingold ’72, ATTORNEY, SPRINGFIELD

Randy Johnson ’77, PASTOR, IOLA, KAN.

Don Jump ’64, DENTIST, BOLIVAR

Durwin Kicker ’85, PASTOR, MARSHFIELD

Charles Kimball ’83, PASTOR, BALLWIN

Ronda Miller, BUSINESSWOMAN, CAMDENTON

Rick Moore ’85, EDUCATOR, KANSAS CITY

Donna Neil, BUSINESSWOMAN, SPRINGFIELD

Ryan Palmer ’96, PASTOR, SPRINGFIELD

Mark Rains ’70, ATTORNEY, BLUE SPRINGS

Rebecca Randles ’85, ATTORNEY, KANSAS CITY

Billy Russell ’85, PASTOR, BOLIVAR

A D M I N I S T R AT I O N
C. Pat Taylor, Ed.D., PRESIDENT

Darren Crowder ’98, M.A., DEAN OF ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT

Rob Harris ’88, Ed.D., VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

Brad Johnson, Ed.D., VICE PRESIDENT FOR UNIVERSITY RELATIONS

Allison Langford, Ed.D., ASSOCIATE PROVOST FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING

Bob McGlasson, Ed.D., VICE PRESIDENT FOR BRANCH CAMPUSES

Tara Parson ’03, C.P.A., CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADMINISTRATION

Mike Pitts ’85, M.B.A. ’10, DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

J. Lee Skinkle, Ph.D., PROVOST

D E A N S
Troy Bethards ’93, D.B.A., ROBERT W. PLASTER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

Kezia Lilly ’96, D.N.P., R.N., MERCY COLLEGE OF NURSING & HEALTH SCIENCES

Rodney Reeves ’79, Ph.D., THE COURTS REDFORD COLLEGE OF THEOLOGY & MINISTRY

Kevin Schriver ’83, Psy.D., COLLEGE OF EDUCATION & SOCIAL SCIENCES

Perry A. Tompkins, Ph.D., COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

Ed Walton, Ed.D., UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

Jeff Waters, D.M.A., GENEVA CASEBOLT COLLEGE OF MUSIC, ARTS & LETTERS

U N I V E R S I T Y  R E L AT I O N S
Holly Bridge ’08, DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT

Theresa Daniels, DIRECTOR OF DONOR RELATIONS

Jim Grabowski ’08, DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

Jack Hays, FUNDRAISING CONSULTANT

Kristina Hottes-Lloyd ’11, M.B.A. ’13, DIRECTOR OF ANNUAL GIVING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

Penny Marr, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF STEWARDSHIP SERVICES

Granville Watson, FUNDRAISING CONSULTANT

Steve Whisler ’71, FUNDRAISING CONSULTANT

M A R K E T I N G  A N D  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S
Alyssa Glasgow ’15, GRAPHIC DESIGNER

Charlotte Highsmith Marsch ’97, DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Denise Elson Tucker ’89, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Rebekah Wright ’10, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR DIGITAL MARKETING
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Khirbet 
el-Maqatir 

Through the Bible
A JOU RNEY&

S P E C I A L  E X H I B I T

Begins Saturday, February 24
Joyce Sells Heritage Center  |   Jester Learning and Performance Center

For more information visit
www.SBUniv.edu/Archaeology

50 artifacts from the excavations at Khirbet el-Maqatir,  
thought to be the site of Biblical Ai

Artifacts from the David A. Dorsey Museum of Biblical Archaeology

Replicas of important inscriptions and objects related to the Bible

Monday through Saturday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.



22 SBUlife		   Winter 2018

Wright, Bowling named SBU Life Beautiful Award recipients
Rebekah Wright, assistant director for digital marketing, and Dr. 

Steve Bowling, associate professor of mathematics, received the 

Staff and Faculty Life Beautiful Awards during the annual employee 

Christmas banquet Dec. 7 at Southwest Baptist University. 

	 “The designation ‘life beautiful’ is the highest honor a person 

can receive at Southwest Baptist Univer-

sity,” said Dr. C. Pat Taylor, SBU president. 

“Each year during the Bolivar spring com-

mencement, we honor two graduating 

seniors who are chosen by the faculty as 

best exemplifying a ‘life beautiful.’ And, 

each year during the employee Christmas 

Banquet, we honor a faculty member and 

a staff member who exemplify a ‘life beau-

tiful.’ ” 

	 The Faculty Life Beautiful Award was 

established in 1987, and the Staff Life 

Beautiful Award was established in 1992.

STAFF LIFE BEAUTIFUL 

Rebekah Wright, a native of Wichita, Kan., earned bachelor of sci-

ence degrees in international business and economics/finance 

from SBU in 2010. While a student, she worked as a tour guide for 

the office of admissions and was president of SBU’s chapter of 

Students in Free Enterprise (now Enactus). After graduation, she 

worked as an admissions counselor for three years before moving 

to the office of marketing and communications, where she cur-

rently serves as the assistant director for digital marketing, manag-

ing the University’s website and social media accounts. 

	 “She invests in the lives of students and co-workers every day, 

showing her love for Christ in all that she does,” said Charlotte 

Marsch ’97, director of marketing and communications. “She pas-

sionately believes in SBU’s mission. She demonstrates servant 

leadership at SBU and by serving in her local church, and in the 

Bolivar community.” 

	 She attends Wellspring Baptist Fellowship, where she serves 

on the church’s administrative team, teaches a middle school girls’ 

Sunday school class and leads a team every summer to work and 

minister to the Oasis, a residential home in Guatemala for girls 

who have experienced sexual abuse and trauma. In addition, she 

attends Bible Study Fellowship, mentors several SBU students and 

previously served as treasurer for Polk County K-Life. She repre-

sents SBU in the community by serving on 

the Bolivar Area Chamber of Commerce 

board of directors.   

FACULTY LIFE BEAUTIFUL 

Dr. Steve Bowling has been a member of the 

SBU faculty since 2001 when he began as 

an assistant instructor of mathematics. He 

currently is a professor of mathematics. 

	 He has a bachelor of science degree 

from John Brown University, a master of 

science and a Ph.D. from the University of 

Arkansas.  

	 “He attends Chapel more regularly 

than any other faculty member I know,” a 

colleague wrote. “In the department, he is a beacon. His first com-

ment about a problem is, ‘Let’s pray about it now.’ ” 

	 Prayer is an important part of Bowling’s life. One colleague 

noted Bowling’s custom of prayer walking in the Wheeler Science 

Center, praying at each door for the students and staff within each 

office and classroom. He has graded AP calculus exams since 2009, 

and prays that he does good work as well as be a good ambassa-

dor for Christ in his interactions with other AP graders. 

	 Bowling also has assisted with Missouri Baptist Disaster Relief 

efforts and has trained as a chaplain for that effort. 

	 He regularly receives student evaluations with comments like: 

“He showed a Christ-like attitude every day; he prayed every day 

before class; and, he is present for his students and his university.” 

	 Bowling is a member of First Baptist Church in Bolivar, where 

he has been a member of the construction team and is actively 

involved in the Esquire Ministry, greeting people as they enter. He 

and his wife, Claire, have one child, Peter.

Delta Mu Delta, the International Honor Society in Busi-

ness, has selected a student from Southwest Baptist Uni-

versity for its Regional Award for the 2017-2018 academic 

year.  

	 Kailynn Kneibert, a senior accounting major from St. 

Louis, is the recipient of the scholarship presented to an 

outstanding student of business.  

	 Delta Mu Delta’s mission statement says: Delta Mu 

Delta is a business honor society that recognizes and 

encourages academic excellence of students at qualify-

ing colleges and universities to create a DMD community 

that fosters the well-being of its individual members and 

the business community through life-time membership. 

Delta Mu Delta names SBU regional scholarship recipient

sbu news
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SBU DPT project provides mobility for children with disabilities
Serving others is at the heart of the mission 

for the faculty, staff, and doctor of physi-

cal therapy students at Southwest Baptist 

University.  

	 SBU’s DPT department hosted an event 

on Nov. 4 called “Go Baby Go” to provide 

mobility opportunities for local children with 

disabilities.  

	 The project was developed by Cole Gal-

loway, a physical therapy researcher at the 

University of Delaware. The idea is to take 

a battery-operated toy car, build in extra 

support for a child who may not be able to 

sit independently, and modify the activator 

switch so the child can operate it by using a 

hand- or head-activated switch.  

	 “Research has shown that finding ways to 

help kids be independently mobile improves 

their expressive language and social interac-

tion, and does not reduce their potential for 

eventually walking,” said Dr. Sarah Jones, as-

sociate professor of physical therapy at SBU.  

	 This fall, SBU DPT students modified four 

battery-operated toy cars to make them more 

accessible for children who cannot operate a 

foot pedal or steer by themselves. Modifica-

tions often include replacing the foot pedal 

with a hand- or head-activated pedal that powers the car and 

almost always involves building a better support seating system 

including the seatbelt, head support and roll bars.  

	 Pairing a motor skill with immediate reward helps promote a 

child’s exploration, Jones said, otherwise, they can become passive.  

	 “Seeing a child begin to realize that 

they are the ones making that car move, 

and the way that changes their facial 

expressions or their vocalizations; that’s 

a sweet moment,” Jones said.  

	 Jones said that Delaware produced its 

“Go Baby Go” manuals free of charge for 

those who are interested in the project 

in an effort to encourage communities 

to participate and promote a grass-roots, 

low-tech effort.  

	 “We are excited to see where this 

project goes,” Jones said. “I am hopeful to 

do a build project each year, if not each 

semester, and partner with the commu-

nity to provide mobility for children of all 

abilities.”   

	 SBU’s DPT students provided the labor, 

but relied on the financial support of lo-

cal individuals, businesses and sponsors, 

including Super Lube, Jim Rush Auto and 

Chuck’s Auto Supply.  

	 “This is a project that gets to the heart 

of what physical therapy is all about,” 

Jones said. “We want our patients to be 

mobile, but not just for the sake of mov-

ing – it’s more about using functional 

mobility to help kids explore and participate in their world.” 

For more information about the “Go Baby Go” project and SBU 

physical therapy, contact Jones at (417) 328-1673 or  

sarahjones@SBUniv.edu. 

PHOTO 1: SBU DPT students present Jesse Wells with his 
modified car. (From left, clockwise): Kayla Sanders, Dami 
Alao, Bonnie Wells, Jeremy Wells, Melody Hanson and 
Nicole Hoch. 

PHOTO 2: SBU DPT students discuss wiring options for a 
hand-activated switch. (From left): Breck Mitchell, Garrett 
Dutton, Casey Curtis and Hannah Herbert.

Dr. Kevin Patterson hired as Director of Graduate Education
Dr. Kevin Patterson, current superintendent of 

Ozark School District in Ozark, Mo., has been 

hired as the new Director of Graduate Education. 

	 He plans to retire from the school district ef-

fective June 30 and begin working at SBU in July. 

	 “Kevin’s experience, ties to SBU, and passion 

and vision for graduate education make him 

a good fit for this important leadership role at 

SBU,” said Kevin Schriver ’83, Psy.D., Dean of the 

College of Education and Social Sciences at SBU. 

“We are excited to have him join our Graduate 

Education team in further developing visionary 

teachers and aspiring leaders.” 

	 Patterson is a 1987 SBU graduate with a de-

gree in mathematics education. He has worked 

in the Ozark School District his entire career, be-

ginning in 1987 as a math and computer teacher, 

along with football, wrestling and track coach. 

Other positions have included high school assis-

tant principal, junior high school principal, and 

assistant and associate superintendent. He has 

served as superintendent since 2012.		   

	 Patterson has led the Ozark School District 

through several impactful changes while main-

taining a focus on student achievement. 
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keeping in touch

1960s
William Bendure ’61 and his company, 
Bendure & Associates, Inc., opened a new 
office in Springfield, Mo., in June 2017 in 
addition to their office in Oklahoma City, 
Okla. He can be reached at bbendure22@
gmail.com.

Carol (Davolt) Spurgeon ’62 recently 
published a book entitled, “How Could He…!? 
An Ordinary Journey With An Extraordinary 
God.” A review of her book was recently 
published in the Montana Arts Council 

“State of the Arts” newspaper. Carol can be 
reached at spurgeon@3riers.net. 

1970s
Glen Land ’77 is retiring after 44 years in 
Christian ministry. He and his wife, Joyce, 
plan to return to the Missouri Ozarks 
where Glen looks forward to gardening 
and writing. Glen can be reached at 
glenaland@gmail.com. 

Donald Shannon ’79 received a Doctor of 
Ministry degree from Gateway Seminary in 
December 2017.

1980s
Sandra Dubro ’85 is married to Brian 
Ballingall and they will be celebrating their 
25th wedding anniversary on October 30. 
Sandra lives in Acworth, Ga., and can be 
reached at smdubro@bellsouth.net.

1990s
Bryan Claycomb ’91 and his wife, Linda 
(Stoltzfus) ’89, live in Little Elm, Texas, and 
have four children, Aaron (21), Christian (21), 
Joshua (19) and Briandalyn (16). The family 
can be reached at linda@claycomb.us.

Philip Huebner ’92 has retired from the U.S. 
Navy after 28 years of military service. He 
will be moving back to Kansas City. Philip 
can be reached at navyhueb@gmail.com. 

Theresa (Ney) Rose ’96 lives in Ballwin, Mo., 
and has one child, Levi (7). Theresa can be 
reached at rosetheresa@rsdmo.org. 

Karen (Marsey) McSpadden ’99 lives in 
Springfield, Mo., and can be reached at 
prettyinpinkdec99@gmail.com. 

2000s
Walter Pano ’04 is married to Katarina 
and has two children, Jaden (3) and Aubree 
(1). Walter lives in Katy, Texas, and can be 
reached at panodwayne@gmail.com.

Bret ’06 and Courtney (Barron) Stanford 
’08 live in Bolivar and have three children, 
Gavin (8), Kaden (7), and Beckham (4).

2010s
Lelia (Seabaugh) Spaeth ’10  married 
Justin Spaeth on April 29, 2017. She can be 
reached at lelia.seabaugh@gmail.com. 

Lissette Plasencia ’15 is employed by 
Nestle USA and lives in Edison, N.J. She can 
be reached at Lissette_13_13@hotmail.com. 

Future Bearcats
Devan ’16 and Renee 
(Coleman) Barger ’15 
welcomed their first child, 
Preston, in June 2017. The 
family lives in Kansas City, 
Mo., and can be reached at 
renee.v.barger@gmail.com.

Kristin (Thorson) Cooke 
’11 and her husband, 
Caleb, welcomed their 
son, Trenton Jon Cooke, 
on Nov. 6, 2017. 

Steven ’16 and Jordan 
(Oberbeck) Harris ’16 
welcomed their first child, 
Eden Nora Esther, on July 
7, 2017. Her grandparents 
are Dr. Rob ’88, ’96 and 

Lorie Harris ’88. Dr. Harris is the Vice 
President for Student Development at SBU.

Christina (Owensby) Patterson ’14 and her 
husband, Austin, announce the birth of 
their son, Jace, on May 19, 2017.

Dr. Becky (Li) Schoenberg ’08 
and her husband, Quint, 
welcomed future Bearcat, 
Emmy, on Dec. 4, 2017. She 
joins big sister, Myliah (4).

Julie (Adams) Tufts ’07 and her husband, 
Zach, welcomed their first child, Ezekiel 

Owen, on Dec. 22, 2017. The family lives in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., and can be reached at 
jztufts@gmail.com. 

In Memory

John W. Maddux, Jr. ’83 
of Cassville, Mo., passed 
away on April 7, 2017, 
after a four-year battle 
with cancer. John was 
the first college 
graduate in his family, 

graduating from SBU with a degree in 
education. John taught mathematics his 
entire career at Southwest R-5 High 
School in Washburn, Mo. John was active 
in his church and was a member of 
Gideons International of Cassville. He is 
survived by his mother and brother. 

Robert Jean Hall ’56 of Moberly, Mo., 
passed away on Dec. 25, 2017. Bob was 
a graduate of Cassville High School, 
Southwest Baptist College, where he was 
a Life Service Award recipient, University 
of Missouri and did post-graduate work 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Bob taught physics, math and 
chemistry at SWBC, Hannibal-LaGrange 
College and in mission schools in Nigeria. 
He was an ordained deacon, taught 
Sunday school and sang in the choir 
at Carpenter Street Baptist Church in 
Moberly. He is survived by his wife, Martha, 
and their five children, eight grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren.

Donna Baker, 70, of Bolivar, passed away 
Jan. 13 at Citizens Memorial Hospital. 
A lifelong resident of Bolivar, Donna 
graduated from Bolivar High School in 
1966 and married Bobby Dale Baker in 
1968. Donna worked as a housekeeper at 
SBU from 1986 until 2004. Donna was a 
long-time member of First Baptist Church, 
Bolivar, where she taught Sunday school 
for many years. She attended New Life 
Church, Bolivar, for the last several years. 
She enjoyed cooking, baking and hosting 
large family gatherings. She loved to 
laugh, was always willing to help anyone 
and would spend her own money to make 
crafts for others. She is survived by her 
husband, Bob; son, Robert; daughter, 
Betty; six grandchildren and several other 

family members and friends.iv.edu.



Guess Who?

1 2 3

When we ask alumni what they love most about SBU, they almost always share stories of 
how their professors cared about them and invested in their lives. While the list of these 
influential faculty is long, can you identify any of the faculty pictured below?

Everyone who correctly identifies at least one of these employees will be entered into a prize 

drawing. Submit your guesses by email to SBUcommunications@gmail.com or by mail to: Office 

of Marketing and Communications, 1600 University Ave., Bolivar MO 65613.  

Entries must be received by Friday, March 17.
 

Thank you to all who participated in the previous Guess Who contest.  

The pictured faculty members were John Smashey, Rosalyn Snellen, and Bob Kitchin.
The following all submitted correct responses: Tyrone and Cheri (Falcone) Adcock, Sonda (Philliber) Allen, Crystal (Finke) Apon, Sharla 

Bailey, Jann Bass, Dr. Derrall Beasley, Denae Beckett, John Blackburn, Allison Blamey, James and Diana Bledsoe, Michael Brenneis, Joy 

Brown, Maeanne Browning, Mary Alice Carpenter, Nathan and Kristin Church, Matthew Cobb, Angela Collins, Duane Davis, John Gage, 

Cindy Gann, Donald Gowin, Martha (McFerron) Green, George Hale, Jennifer (Swartz) Hayes, Nancy Johnson, Erin Kinzinger, Rhonda 

(Anderson) Lamke, Sharon Liston, Bill Lower, Linda Maberry, Dorothy Mantonya, Bob and Leslie Marsden, Anita (Oesch) Martin, Brenda 

McGill, Linda (Herring) McGinnis, Martin Miller, Eugene Moffet, Kenneth Murray, RJ and Lori Myers, Reggie and Janet Noot, David Olson, 

Lisa Patterson, Diane Perkins, Alexis (Bledsoe) Rainwater, Tammy (Smith) Rhodes, T. Jay Sanderson, John Schudy, Damon and Lisa Sewell, 

Jim Shrimpton, Burnace Smtih, Don Smith, John Stillwagon, Geoff Stewart, Elizabeth Strunk, Cathy Tisher, Carrie Turpin, Rick Vance, Amy 

Varner, Melissa (Leck) Warden, Ellen (Brown) Willis, and Christi Criscione Wingate.

Congratulations to RJ and Lori Myers who won the prize package!
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A 42-hour program designed to help you realize your full potential for ministry.

Learn more about this exciting and innovative new program:  

www.SBUniv.edu/MACM

Now accepting 
applications for 
Summer and Fall 

admissions!
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