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sbu is the best; they brought

We had a FANTASTIC visit day to- puppies to the union for us to play
day with 90+ on campus! Thanks with #sbuniv

for making the time to come! (via @elizaburris on Instagram)
#futurebearcats #SBUniv @
SBU_Kim

Awesome job @SBUbearcatsWBB!! We
are so proud of you girls!! Great win!!
#bearcatroar #SBUniv
@Dewey_Dogger

Love this university. Being sur-
rounded by so many people who
have a deep desire to serve Jesus
is truly incredible. #SBUniv

@sward2013

o

:

In honor of finals and first semester
being over, #tbt to when we first
became a family. #woodythird
#woodygott #sbuniv

(via @mary_rose_18 on Instagram)

Good morning, SBU. #sbuniv
#jantermsnotsobad #midwestisbest
(via @courtney_kliment on Instagram)

Check out “The Hub” - Southwest Baptist University’s social media mash-up site showcasing what
people are saying about SBU online. Go to social.SBUniv.edu to see Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube and news release postings all in one place.

And be sure to use #SBUniv when you post about SBU on social media and you may see your post

featured on “The Hub” as well!
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Aiming High
The Gordon and Judy Dutile Honors Program marks its 10th anniversary
and the graduation of its 100th student

By Stephanie Benoit

In December, eight scholars gathered at
Southwest Baptist University to discuss
and present their meticulously gathered
research. Their topics covered a multitude
of academic disciplines and represented
hundreds of hours of writing, work and
study.

These aren'’t professors or Ph.D.
students. They are undergraduates in
SBU’s Gordon and Judy Dutile Honors
Program presenting their Capstone senior
projects.

In addition to this significant
accomplishment for those Honors
Program seniors, this past year marked
other milestones for the program,
including the 10th anniversary of its
founding in 2005 and the graduation of its
100th student in December.

The program was initiated by
Dr. Stephanie Miller, then SBU’s vice
president of enrollment management,

Honors students Susan Mills and Jeremiah
Bechtold (right) present their senior Capstones.

4 SBUlife

=

e

<o

L

and instituted to help attract high-ability
students and enrich their academic
experience at SBU. The program then was
cultivated by an ad hoc faculty committee
responsible for developing its structure
and components.

“Our goal was to provide a well-
balanced program that was attractive
to potential students, that would
truly provide them with enrichment
experiences beyond what the regular
classroom could offer and that would
produce exceptional graduates who
would bring honor and glory to God
in their respective disciplines,” said Dr.
Holly Hill-Stanford, who served on the
group that designed the program and
was faculty senate president at the time.

Once the program’s structure
was determined, interim provost Dr.
Allison Langford, then an instructor
in the University Success Center,
assumed the role of director and
pioneered the program until 2014. For
Langford, who still participates
in certain aspects of the program,
one of the essential goals was
always the personal and spiritual
development of each student.

“Thope that students leave the
program having been challenged
academically and intellectually, but
also challenged to understand how
their academic and intellectual
lives can—and should—continue
past here and how it can be
partnered with humility and other

\

aspects of their character,” Langford said.

That growth is encouraged through
academic components including honors-
specific seminars introducing new
students to college life; roundtable-style
colloquium classes; more rigorous versions
of general education courses; and the final
Capstone project in which students work
side-by-side with a professor in their area
of study over a semester.

Each of these components is designed
to benefit students academically and
provide them with an enriching, engaging
education, rather than creating a bulk
of additional work, as may have been
students’ experience in the past.

“Sometimes in K-12, the gifted or
honors experience is just more work for
those students—that’s not the approach
that we want to have,” Langford said. “As
far as credit hours go, there’s not a lot
more. So [for example] in honors history,
they may have more reading, so in that
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sense it’s a ‘more, but are they going to
enjoy the end results better in the honors
[course]? Probably so, because there is a
stimulation and a participation that they
get to have that generally meets their
needs and desires more than they would
be in a more traditional class setting.”

In addition to academics, the
program has always focused on
building community between honors
students and providing unique cultural
experiences through activities such as
excursions to museums and theatre
performances. There’s also one-on-
one faculty advising, a particularly key
piece for students as they adapt to the
challenges of college life.

“It’s really important for the
program to support student’s growth
as they develop,” said honors program
director Jodi Meadows, who is nearing
completion of a Ph.D. in educational
psychology with an interest in high-
ability learners.

“I say to students ‘you're not
a walking ACT score—you are
a developing person, you have
developmental needs that in some ways
are going to be unique because of your
abilities,” she said. “Not all high-ability
students are well adjusted and high
achieving, so [it’s about] recognizing the
special advising needs of those students
and providing support throughout the
whole four years.”

Looking back, many Honors
Program alumni regard that faculty care,
support, passion and involvement as one
of the program’s most influential and
meaningful aspects.

“Dr. Langford was always such an
encouraging presence for all of us,” said
Parker Bohm, an Honors Program alum
who graduated in 2012. “She really had
our future career goals in mind and was
always willing to give advice or help us
figure things out. The professors in the
honors-specific classes put in a lot of
time and helped those classes really be
good learning experiences. All of the
professors really went the extra mile to
make our education what it was.”

The ultimate goal of all of these
combined elements of the program—
from advising to academics to the
senior Capstone—is that students will
be equipped for a lifetime of service and
excellence as they develop and explore
their God-given talents.

“An objective of the program is for
students to grow in servant leadership

—I think that Honors Program students
affect the environments they are
in,” Meadows said. “Our saying in the
program is that we learn so we can love,
so as students grow, develop and press
into their interests and abilities, that's
going to make them more effective as
they serve and lead in the environments
in their sphere of influence.”

Gifts to the Honors Program activity account
help expand learning opportunities for
students within the program. Your gift
supports cultural excursions, equipment

or resources for students’ Capstone projects,
and more. If you are interested in helping

to enrich student learning through the
Honors Program, please contact the Office of
University Relations at (417) 328-1802.

Honors Program was named

for Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Judy
Dutile, who served SBU faithfully
in numerous distinguished
capacities.

Dr. Dutile came to SBU in the
fall of 1980 as assistant professor
of Bible to teach Greek and New
Testament. He was appointed as
provost in 2000 and served until
2008.

Mrs. Dutile served in several
positions at SBU and also taught
home economics and early
childhood education for much of
her career. As of her retirement
in 2008, she was director of
international studies, director
of career services, an academic
advisor in the University Success
Center and sponsor for the
Ambassadors.

Honors Program alumni share
their stories on pages 9-19.

Honors student Tori Morris presents her senior Capstone.

www.SBUnNIv.edu
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with Diana Gallamore '91

In each issue of SBULife magazine, we interview one of our staff members so you can meet
the people who help make SBU a Christ-centered, caring academic community.

y e ;: : Last December, Diana Gallamore received the SBU Life Beautiful Award, an honor given
E, h ; ‘ R annually to employees — one faculty member and one staff member — who exemplify a
".l'{-i'*.‘ % fa Q‘_ J “life beautiful.” She has worked in the University Ministries area of SBU for 15 years and
:'.a' FaRke 31 g currently serves as the director of the Center for Global Connections (CGC).
L
: 4 Could you please describe the work of the Center for Global Connections?
v B e To increase mission awareness, education and participation on the campus by providing a global
R Y o classroom for students to have the ability to use their talents, gifts, passions and academic disciplines
Op BBl T as a part of God’s redemptive plan.
! ‘W&T_:-“u*‘- o ;
e Prte ay e Ny : o X A
e e e s What is a typical day for you like at SBU?
L nl-f.._ "l A ‘ -
The CGC mobilizes approximately 30 teams a year, so I spend much of my day meeting with
1 o i team leaders and students and equipping them for their short-term CGC projects. The

other part of my day is spent overseeing the promotion, logistics and training for
the student participants, connecting with hosts and partners of our projects, and
mentoring students.

What motivates you during your workday?

] Recognizing that [ am making an educational, spiritual and eternal

R difference in the lives of many—in the lives of those we serve through
VS e our CGC projects and most particularly in the lives of our own SBU
students.

What is your favorite aspect of your job?

Being a part of the discovery in a student’s life when they recognize
. who the Lord is in their life, how He wants to use them to make
~ a difference spiritually in the lives of others, and then witnessing
the impact they make in the lives of those they encounter.

How did you feel when you found out that you
won the Staff Life Beautiful Award?

[ was very overwhelmed, humbled, blessed and grateful.

Although I desire to live a life beautiful unto the Lord, [ was
actually very surprised and shocked in receiving the award
because I work alongside many other individuals who are
equally deserving. Having been nominated and selected by
my peers at SBU, this award is one of the bigger highlights in
my life.

6/SBUlife 5l i Winter 2016



2015 PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Featuring:

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
SBU FACTS AND FIGURES
HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
HONORS PROGRAM ALUMNI PURSUE THEIR CALLINGS AROUND THE WORLD
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DEAR ALUMNI, FRIENDS AND DONORS,

As I reflect on the past year, I know that the Lord truly has blessed
Southwest Baptist University with outstanding faculty, staff; students,
alumni, friends and donors. With the faithful support of our alumni and
friends, students are gaining knowledge and skills as they develop into
servant leaders who are impacting the world for Christ.

The past year has been a time of positive momentum. Highlights of 2015
include:

* Breaking ground for the renovation and expansion of the Gene Taylor
National Free Enterprise Center.

* Completing renovation of the Merrill Burnidge Memorial Forum,
including the installation of “The Great Commission” sculpture that
proclaims our Christian mission at SBU.

* Making plans to start offering a pre-licensure nursing program on the
Bolivar campus, pending approval from the Missouri State Board of
Nursing.

* Beginning a major expansion of our Springfield nursing and health
sciences campus.

* Hosting a peer review team from the Higher Learning Commission as
part of the reaccreditation process.

Building on this momentum from 2015, we are looking forward to a
fantastic year of growth with projects such as:

* Construction on the Gene Taylor National Free Enterprise Center,
which should be completed by the end of the year. Our students and
faculty will benefit greatly from the additional space and updated
student areas. It also will accommodate growth within the Robert W.
Plaster College of Business and Computer Science.

* The second building on our Springfield campus, including a state-of-
the-art simulation lab and learning resource center, is scheduled to be
in use beginning this summer. The additional space and equipment
will allow us to expand our health care programs that are in high
demand.

Our Doctor of Physical Therapy program is scheduled to have its fac-
ulty clinic open by June, providing students opportunities for clinical
experience before their final year in the program.

Romans 12:2 says, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.”

Whether investing in a building project or supporting our educational
efforts through scholarships, you are making a difference in the lives of
students who will be transformed by the renewing of their minds.

C R Toe

Sincerely,
C. Pat Taylor
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734

Graduate
Students

Tuition

(Undergraduate)

3.57

Average GPA
Jfor Incoming
Freshmen

Percentage of Full-Time Bolivar Campus
Teaching Faculty with a Doctorate or other
Terminal Degree

3,707

Total Students

203 (IEYEY 2,352 -

)
Total Staff (Full Time) = e— Female Students
i 1 6 ) 1
1 4 8 Student-to-Faculty 1 P 3 5 5

Ratio
2 1 Male Students
Total Faculty Y

i ) Average ACT for Incoming Freshmen

BUDGET FIGURES

Revenue Budget Expense Summary
2015-16 Final Budget Educational and General

LRy FeEs $45,750,026 G Total Instructional and Departmental $15,486,898 27.43%

Missouri Baptist Convention $1,200,000 2.13% Organized Activities $3,221,411 5.71%

Other Undesignated Gifting $600,000 1.06% Total Library $1,347,404 2399%

R=stmegilings $342,780 el Total Student Services $3181,526 5.64%

Financial AidiRevenue $1154,811 2.05% Total Operation/Maintenance of Plant $3,329,763 5.90%

Miscellaneous Revenue $527,342 0.93% TGl AdministTten $1730,264 3.07%

Auxiliary Enterprise Revenue $6,877,041 12.18% Staff Benefits $1.269,636 2.25%

Toles $56,452,000  100.00% Total General Institutional $3,121,354 5.53%
Total Student Aid $17,724,351 31.40%
Debt Retirement $1,195,189 2.12%
Contingency $408,011 0.72%
Total Educational and General $52,015,807 92.14%
Total Auxiliary Enterprises $4,436,193 7.86%
TOTAL EXPENSE BUDGET $56,452,000 100.00%

www.SBUnNiv.edu SBUIlife 9



Heritage Society

$50,000 and Above

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Adams
Dr. and Mrs. David D. Cribbs
Dr. Wayne Gott

M. and Mrs. Al McCord

Dr. Ken Meyer

Mrs. Carolyn Mott

Legacy Society

$20,000 - $49,999

Dr. Ed Clark

Mr. Charles and Rev. Barbara Clemmons
Mrs. Florence E. Evans

Dr. and Mrs. Don Fahrni

Dr. and Mrs. Wayne M. Hutchins

Mrs. Jill McLoud

Mr. and Mis. Jerry Nostrand

Brig. General Parker C. Thompson

Distinguished Leadership Council
$10,000 - $19,999

Dr. and Mrs. John E Best

Mr. and Mis. Bill Bolerjack

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Brantley
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Clark

Mrs. Kathleen Craig

M. and Mrs. Roger Driskill

Dr. and Mrs. Phillip E. Franz
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Gronewold
Dr. and Mrs. Don Jump

Mr. Gary Kelb

Dr. and Mrs. Bill E Little

Mr. Franklin J. Marr Jr. Estate
Mr. and Mirs. Ronald H. Maupin
M. J. C. Meador

Ms. Ronda Miller

Dr. and Mirs. C. Pat Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Wise

President’s Council

$5,000 - $9,999

Mr. and Mis. John Allman
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Black

Dr. Elsie Blair

Mr. Daniel S. Cawyer

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Davis
Mis. Vae L. Davis

Mr. and Mirs. Bruce Davison
Mr. and Mis. Philip C. Dorth
Dr. and Mrs. Jimmy L. Edwards
Dr. and Mrs. David Gipson
Mr. and Mis. Bill Honeycutt
Drs. Doug and Jana Horner
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Annual Gift Clubs

M. and Mrs. Robert G. Ingold
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Janss

Mr. Chris C. Martin

Mrs. Carol McBroom

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Myers

Mr. and Mirs. Halleck W. Rhea
M. and Mirs. Robert Robidou
M. and Mrs. Doug Roller

Dr. and Mrs. James Sammons
Dr. and Mrs. Edward N. Sickafus
Mr. Samuel T. Singleton

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Vermillion
Mrt. and Mrs. Thomas B. Welch

Provost’s Club

$1,000 - $4,999

Mrs. Aletha D. Allen

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Andrews
Ms. Nkiruka C. Anunwah

Ms. Nissa A. Armstrong

Ms. Nita J. Ayres

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Bailey
Drs. Don and Pat Baker

Mrs. Kristi Baker

Mrt. Alvin Barton

Mr. and Mrs. Shane M. Bayless
Mr. Aaron C. Benevides

Dr. Carol S. Bevier

Mr. and Mrs. George Binger
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Blaylock

M. Lex Blue

Dr. and Mrs. Roy Blunt

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Bolton
Mrs. Brenda Boots

M:s. Brooke N. Bramwell

Ms. Olivia J. Brinkman

M. and Mrs. Brad Brotherton
M. Jacey M. Buckles

Dr. Edgar H. Burks

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin R. Burnett
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Burrell

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Burton
M. Jonathan Busby

Ms. Katie Buzard

M:r. and Mrs. Wallace Campbell
Ms. Vicky L. Carlson

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Carr
Mr. Matthew S. Catron

Ms. Kelsea E. Chandler

Mr. and Mis. Scott Chase

Mrs. Tammy L. Chute

Mr. and Mrs. Keith Collins
Ms. Katelyn Collins

Mr. Michael Coram

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Corson
Mr. John and Dr. Ronda Credille
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Cripps

Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Crowder
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Cudworth
Ms. Sheila Dearing

Ms. Julia M. DePaolo

Mrs. Joyce Derryberry

Dr. and Mis. Joe Dillsaver
M. Dennis D. DiPietre

Mrs. Caira Dortch

Dr. Victoria L. Draper

Ms. Larissa R. Duckworth
Mr. Merrick A. Dugal III

Dr. Charity Duley

Ms. Erin Dunn

Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Dutile
Mrs. Clytice C. Duzan

Mr. Rick Estus

Dr. Gerald S. Etheredge

Mr. and Mis. Jim Evans

Mr. Corey D. Evans

Dr. April Fajardo

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Finley

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Floyd
M. Jonathan W. Foley

Ms. Roberta A. Franks

Ms. Olivia M. Fritchey

Dr. and Mrs. Harlie K. Gallatin
Mr. Chris Garrett

Mt. Daniel R. George

Mr. and Mrs. Adam George
Ms. Mackynzi L. Gibson

Col. and Mrs. Gary Gilmore
Dr. and Mrs. David Glass

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Grabowski
M:t. Kyle D. Gronberg

Ms. Christina C. Gull

Mr. and Mrs. Robin Guyer
Ms. Sarah A. Haas

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hall
Ms. Allison K. Hall

Mr. Terry D. Hall

Ms. Alina P Hang

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie D. Hansen
Ms. Lauren E. Hargus

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Harris
Ms. Micah P. Harris

Mr. and Mrs. Weldon Hegle
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Hileman
Mr. and Mrs. David H. Hill
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Hodges
Mr. and Mrs. Don E Hodson
Dr. and Mrs. Dale Holley
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Mr. and Mrs. Wade Hopkins

Dr. and Mrs. Brian K. Hopwood
Ms. Nancy J. Hudson

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Hughes
Mr. Brody N. Hughes

Ms. Kayla L. Hunting

Dr. and Mrs. Eugene A. Hutcheson
M. Christian A. Jaynes

Mr. Austin M. Jenkins

Dr. and Mrs. Brad S. Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. John Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Jones

Mirs. Pamela A. Jones

Mr. Rick and Dr. Janet Juhlin
Rev. and Mrs. Howard Karr

Rev. and Mrs. Ron Kemp

Ms. Sarah M. Kensinger

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Kifer
Dr. Margaret A. Kort

M. Joe and Dr. Allison Langford
Dr. and Mss. Joshua C. Layman
Mr. Logan L. Lee

Mr. and Mrs. Kerry D. Lewis
Ms. Julia E Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Lindsey

Ms. Taylor A. Logue

Mr. and Dr. Patricia Dennis Long
Mr. Joshua R. Lopez

Ms. Elizabeth M. Luckel

Mr. Jacob C. Madche

Ms. Georgie E Mathias

Ms. Lastashia R. May

Mr. Benjamin G. Mayfield

Dr. and Mrs. Bob McGlasson
Mr. and Mrs. James McGlaughlin
Mr. and Mirs. Kenneth McGrail
Ms. Ethel McIndoo

Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. McMahon
Drs. Scott and Beverly McNeal
Ms. Emily J. McQuillen

Mr. and Mrs. Delbert L. Medlin
Mr. John O. Mitchell

Mr. and Mrs. George W. Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. David Moy

Rev. and Mirs. John L. Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Loren J. Murray
Ms. Nancy Myers

M. Patricia Newman

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Nicholson
Mr. Jared P. Nield

Mr. and Mrs. Remco Obertop
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Orris
Dr. Rose Mary Owens

Mr. and Mis. Julian Pace
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Dr. and Mrs. James . Palmer
Ms. Jenna A. Parrish
M. Andrew W. Pennington
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon L. Peterson
M. Mark Campbell
Ms. Lucinda D. Pezzetti
M. and Mrs. Mike Pitts
M. Steven L. Plank
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Podeyn
Ms. Marsha Powell
Mr. and Mrs. John Presley
Mr. Darrell Preston
Dr. Megan Priddy
M. and Mrs. Teddy Pringle
Mr. Justin T. Pullin
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rains
Ms. Rebecca Randles
Dr. Walter Rarrick
M. Joel Reasoner
Dr. and Mrs. Charles M. Renno
Ms. Jennifer Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Ricker
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Roberts
M. and Mis. Bill Roberts Jr.
Ms. Kendal K. Rogers
Dr. Christine Saladino
Ms. Rachel S s
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Savage
. and Mrs. Allan Schilter

Ryan Schmidt
Mr. and Mis. Lloyd E. Sease
Ms. Maria L. Shade
Mr. and Mrs. Jody Shelenhamer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shetler
Mr. Henry Shuler
The Late L. Elaine Simpson
Mr. and Mis. Carl Singer
M. and Mrs. Charles M. Sitzes
Mr. and Mrs. Tracy Sloan
Mr. Randy Smart
Mr. and Mrs. Robert O. Smith
Mr. Hunter L. Smith
Mr. Nicholas D. Snyder
M. and Mrs. Jeff Sparks
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stephens
Mr. Mason D. Sturgeon
M. and Mrs. Daniel Sundberg
Mrs. Marvel D. Surrette
Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor
M. and Mrs. Stanley D. Tippin
M. Florian Toma
M. Ralph Turney
Mr. and Mrs. Kerrick Tweedy
Dr. Betty A. Van Blair
Ms. Carol J. Vanbibber
Dr. Kayla E. Vance
M. and Mrs. Jason Vaughn
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Vestal
Ms. Amy E. Vitt
Mr. Peter Vold
Ms. Diana Vu
M. and Mrs. Todd Wagner

www.SBUNiv.edu
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Third-year medical student at the
University of Kansas Medical School

By Stephanie Benoit

Southwest Baptist University’s Honors
Program was a stepping stone that helped
Parker Bohm, a 2012 SBU graduate with
degrees in Spanish and biology, achieve big
goals and refine his abilities for his next stage
in life: medical school and a master’s in clini-
cal research at the University of Kansas.

Bohm found that his experience at SBU
in the Honors Program provided valuable
preparation as he began these endeavors.

“I do believe that the Honors Program
helped me significantly in graduate school
and is continuing to help me,” he said. “I was
worried going to a public medical school
that I was going to be a little fish in a big
pond, out of my league. But I really think
the Honors Program helped us learn how
to think, which is obviously applicable in
the field of medicine, so I have been able to
thrive in graduate school so far.”

The element of the program that has
been particularly significant for Bohm was
his Capstone project, the findings of which
were eventually published in the “Journal of
Immigrant and Minority Health” during his
second year of medical school.

“For my Capstone, I surveyed rural hos-
pitals in Kansas and Missouri to understand

how they accommodate Spanish speakers
who are unable to speak English when they
are admitted to the hospital,” Bohm said.

“Because rural hospitals do not have the same
resources as urban centers, they have to be
alot more creative with how they deal with
Spanish speakers.”

Beyond the classroom experience, Bohm
fondly recalls how the Honors Program also
provided him with support and close friend-
ship throughout his time at SBU, particularly
when he first came to campus as a freshman.

“I enjoyed the camaraderie among
students in the Honors Program because I
only knew two other people at SBU when
I [first] went there, so it was nice to have a
core group of students that [ knew a little bit
better starting off,” he said.

For Bohm, who is currently in the
clinical phase of medical school, residency—
which if he determines to continue pursuing
neurology or neurosurgery could be four or
seven years, respectively—is right around
the corner, but what he and his wife, Jessica
(Erbeck) 10, are most excited about in the
future is the birth of their first daughter.

“Our daughter is due to be born right
around Valentine’s Day,” he said. “We are
so excited about the future and our growing
family!”

SBUlife 11
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Caitlin Gasa

e

way ‘09

Project Specialist at Unbound

By Stephanie Benoit

Since graduating from SBU with degrees
in psychology and criminal justice, Caitlin
Gasaway has traveled all over the world to
locations such as the Philippines, Ecuador and
Nicaragua.

She has traveled in a variety of capacities,
including teaching English in Panama after
graduating from SBU, and currently with
Unbound, a Kansas City-based humanitarian
and child sponsorship organization addressing
poverty in developing nations by helping pro-
vide education, food, health care and livelihood
opportunities for families.

“I really enjoy the opportunity to go to other
countries,” said Gasaway, who travels several
times a year and works closely with teams
across the globe when she is stateside. “Com-
munication is extremely important in my role—
being able to communicate cross-culturally
with a variety of different cultures every day
and also getting to experience that firsthand
when I travel to go support our staff. It's a very
challenging but interesting experience, and I
learn something new all the time.”

After returning from teaching in Panama,
she began at Unbound in a donor relations role
before transitioning to her current department:
international programs.

“I work with our internationally based

12 SBUIife

staff to help them monitor and support our
programs that they are conducting overseas,”
she said.

Her time at SBU was significant in helping
her determine her direction and prepare for
her future, specifically as she went through the
Honors Program.

“Critical thinking is probably the most im-
portant skill that I attained from the program—
being able to think critically about information,
not just to accept things at face value, and to
filter information logically from not so much
of a biased perspective,” she said.

SBU was also influential in providing
Gasaway with her first overseas experience: a
ministry project through the Center for Global
Connections.

“What was influential for me as far as guid-
ing me toward where I'm at now was a mission
trip to El Salvador with SBU,” she said. “I loved
it and thought if there was some way to keep
doing things like humanitarian work in other
countries, that would be awesome.”

Her dream became a reality, and she
intends to continue serving internationally in
the future.

“As long as the Lord gives me this job to do
I'm going to keep doing it well for Him,” she
said. “I really have no idea what things could
look like five years from now, but I'll leave that
to Him.”

Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Walker

Mr. D. R. Walker

Rev. and Mrs. Granville H. Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Buell Weathers

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Westbrooks
Ms. Marissa J. Wheeler

Mr. and Mis. George A. Williams
Mr. and Mirs. Dennis Williams
Mrs. Susan E. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Don Woods Jr.

M. Cristina L. Woods

Mr. and Mirs. Robert B. Young

Dr. Meghan E. Zayas

Mirs. Nancy Zelle

Dr. Ted Ziske

Founders’ Club

$500 - $999

Ms. Martha M. Akin

M. and Mrs. David Alexander
Mrs. Valerie Alexander

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Appletoft
Mrs. Paige D. Arve

Mr. and Mrs. Dwain Banner
Mr. and Mis. Stephen Barker
M. Rahul Basho

Ms. Debra R. Bateman

Ms. Ashley N. Bauer

Mr. and Mirs. Carleton Beamer
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Bettis
Mr. and Mirs. Randall Beydler
Ms. Elizabeth A. Bishop

M. Anthony C. Black

Mr. and Mrs. Ted P. Blaser
Mr. James E. Bonds

M. and Mrs. Mike Booker
Ms. Sharon Bowen

M. and Mrs. Robert Boynton
Ms. Sarah Bradshaw

M. Joseph E Brand

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Brandt
M. Jason Z. Brandt

Ms. Patricia L. Brandt

Drs. Alan and Dana Branson
Dr. and Mrs. Richard L. Brewer
Mrt. Mike Brill

Drs. Bill and Kathy Brown
Mr. Wesson M. Brown

Mr. Andrew D. Brown

M:r. Gregory A. Brown

Mr. David A. Bryan

Mr. John and Dr. Judy Bryant
Mr. Mark Campbell

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Carlson
Ms. Rheyma Carroll

Dr. Ann L. Cascarelle

M. and Mrs. Lyle Catron
Mr. Keith C. Chace

Mr. Michael Cheek

M. Kenneth J. Clark

Ms. Amanda D. Clay

M. Steve Cloud

Ms. Elizabeth A. Coleman
Ms. Renee V. Coleman
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Mis. Jim Cook

Mr. and Mrs. Adam W. Cormican
Mrs. Janetta Cox

M. and Mrs. Cleo J. Cunningham
Mr. Gordon W. Davis

Ms. Stephanie R. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Diamond
Ms. Heather A. Dickson

Ms. Phyllis M. Diggs

Mr. David J. Dodson

Mr. Steven Douglass Sr.

Mrs. Joycelyn and the late Dr. John W. Dowdy
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Dressler
Ms. Marjorie Dryer

Mr. Brandon E. Eardley

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Easley
Mr and Mrs Robert D. Erickson
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Evans

Mr. Joshua C. Ewing

Mr. Andrew M. Faulkner

Mrs. Deborah Felton

Mr. Marty Fetterman

Ms. Alyssa R. Foster

M. and Mrs. Jason Fox

Mr. and Mirs. Ben Franklin

Mr. and Mis. Brian Friend

Msrs. Diana L. Gallamore

Ms. Rebecca S. Gallemore

Mr. and Mis. Jason Garrett

Mr. and Mrs. Adam George

Ms. Danielle L. Gillean

Dir. Betty J. Gipson

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Goode
Ms. Hannah N. Gough

Ms. Kathleen M. Graham

Mr. Gary Graham

Mr. and Mirs. Tim Gray

Ms. Rachel M. Green

M. and Mrs. Gregory Grempler
M. Greg G. Griffin

Mis. Debra Gupta

Mr. Gary W. Gustafson

Mr. Rob Hackett

Mrs. Berniece Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. Willis Hamm

Mr. and Mrs. Kale D. Harbaugh
Dr. and Mrs. Dwight Haun

Dr. and Mrs. Peter Herschend
Mr. and Mis. Bryan Hilbert

Mr. and Mis. James L. Hisky
Mr. Jerrin J. Holland

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Hollis

Mr. and Mis. Bill Honeycutt
Ms. Reagan B. Humphrey

Ms. Kayla E. Hussey

Mrs. Deborah Huston

Mr. Marshall C. Johns

Mr. and Mrs. James Jones

Mr. Max Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Jones

Ms. Betty L. Jones

Dr. and Mrs. Monte Kahler
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Kelley

Mr. Robert Kespelher

M. and Mrs. Christopher A. Kimberling
Ms. Kailynn T. Kneibert

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Lacey
Mr. and Mirs. Robert Lawson
Ms. Kyla O. Lee

Mr. Elwyn E Lewis

M. John Maddux

Mr. Tracy Manly

Dr. and Mrs. Bobby L. Martin
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Mashburn
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Maxey
Ms. Doris Mayfield

Dr. and Mrs. Doran McCarty
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mclntosh
M. and Mirs. Nick McKittrick
Mr. and Mrs. William D. McQueen
Ms. Jeanne Merritt

Mr. and Mirs. Aaron L. Meusborn
Mr. Tyler J. Middleton

Mr. and Mirs. Kenton D. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Miller
Ms. Susan T. Miller

Mr. Roger L. Mills

Mr. and Mirs. Gary Molen

Dr. and Mrs. Eric Moore

Mr. and Mirs. Rick Moore

Ms. Twyla K. Morgan

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Morley
Mr. and Mrs. J.L. Morris

Ms. Betty J. Mulbery

Ms. Lori Myers

Ms. Mary Lou Myers

Ms. Janice C. Navratil

Ms. Kylie D. Nield

Dr. Patricia Nobles

Ms. Bernice Noonan

Mr. and Mrs. Reggie Noot
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Nuessen
Dr. and Mrs. Lane Nutt

Mr. and Mrs. Warren O’Brien
Mr. Michael C. Owens

Dr. and Mrs. Wendell Page
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Park

Dr. Ravish V. Patwardhan

Ms. Madison P. Pendergraft
Mr. and Mirs. Charles Penland
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Pennewell
Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Perrey
Ms. Shirley Perry

M. Alain J. Pierre

Ms. Kathleen Pittman

Dr. and Mrs. Lowell K. Pottenger
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Powell

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Prier

Ms. Nettie J. Prine

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Ragsdale
Mr. Trent Raines

Ms. Brenna Randall

Mr. and Mis. Jack D. Reed
Mr. Josiah R. Reese

Mr. and Mrs. Kenny Reese
Mr. Brian Richardson

Mr. Clayton G. Robrahn

Ms. Carolyn Roddy

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Rohrbach
Mr. Mike Rosenbohm

Mr. C. B. Ruzicka

Mr. Cecil E. Sanders

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Savage
Mr. Aaron Schertzer

Mr. Thomas Schmitz

M. Jerry Schneider

Mr. and Mrs. Alex C. Schriver
Ms. Haley R. Schubert

Mr. Zachary D. Schumacher
Mr. Bradford Seaman

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Sharp
Mr. and Mrs. John Sheehy
Mr. Jerry B. Shelenhamer

Dr. and Mis. Joe B. Shelton
M. Jordan Shuping

M. Jerry L. Simmons

Ms. Katherine A. Sitzes

Mr. and Mirs. Charles E Sitzes
Mr. and Mirs. Greg Slone

Dr. and Mrs. Ron Smith

Mr. Casey S. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Smith
Ms. Elissa S. Smith

Ms. Karen S. Smith

Dr. and Mrs. Don A. Spurgeon
Mr. Seth L. Stelzer

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Stevens
Mr. David E. Stringer

Mrs. Roberta J. Sweet

Ms. Rachel P. Swiderski

Mr. Benjamin Swiderski

Ms. Cinasee A. Tapee

Dr. Wilbur P. Tappmeyer

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Teckmeyer

Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Teckmeyer
M:r. and Mrs. Vincent G. Tichenor

Mr. Sam L. Timbrook

Ms. Nancy Tindall

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Toler

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Tom

Mr. Nathan G. Toombs

M. Blaise A. Torrence

Lt. Col. and Mrs. B.V. Traynor
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tummons
Mr. Brian T. Turnbough

LTC and Mrs. Lawrence E. Vaupel

Ms. Jody R. Vernon

Mt. and Mrs. Micheal Vineyard
Drs. Kirk and Robin Wakefield
Mr. Rocky B. Walker III

Mr. Daniel Walkup

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Wall

Mrs. Linda A. Wallace

Ms. LaVern Watts

Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Webb

Ms. Amanda C. Welker

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Westmoreland
Mr. Gordon T. Wienecke

Ms. Emily J. Wilcoxson

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Wilson

M. Bill Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Loren Wingerd
Mr. Eldon S. Wingerd

Ms. Carmen L. Wold

Ms. Nazali Wood

Mr. R.H. and Dr. S.L.Woodward
M. and Mrs. Bob Wooldridge
Dr. and Mrs. Bob E. Woolley
Mr. and Mis. Jeffery L. Yarnall

Bearcat Club

$250 - $499

Ms. Miranda L. Abdo

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Allee
Mr. Mark Anderson

Mr. Randall Antle

Mr. Quinn E Appletoft

M. Brian M. Archer

Ms. Megan L. Ast

Drs. Adam and Charla Austerman
Mr. Larry Baker

M. J. B. Baker

Ms. Alexandra D. Barcus

Mrs. Tonya Barrier

Mr. Sean M. Bates

Mr. and Mirs. Daniel Bechtold
Mr. Larry Bedwell

M:s. Judith Benedict

Cmdr. and Mrs. Michael G. Berry
Mr. Nickolas D. Bettis

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Betts

M. Jacob R. Biggs

Mr. Bryce A. Blaser

Ms. Hannah M. Blount

Ms. Mayt Blunt

Ms. C. S. Bobbitt

Dr. and Mrs. Frank D. Bowers
Mr. and Mirs. Lawrence Bradshaw
M. and Mirs. Bruce Brandt
M. Charles E. Brazil

Mr. Levi Bridge

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald J. Brosius
Mr. and Mirs. Daniel Brott
M. and Mrs. Timothy Brown
Ms. R. Aubrey Brown
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Ms. Kathy Brown

Mr. Larry Brown

Dr. and Mrs. Rex Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Bulmer
Mr. Cody Bunton

Rev. and Mrs. Aubrey Burk
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis L. Busch
Mr. Jason L. Buschert

Mr. Terrance R. Callahan
Rev. and Mrs. Nolan D. Carrier
M. Glen Chambers

Mt. Marion Cheek

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Cheves
Dr. and Mrs. Dan Cochran
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Coffey
Mr. Thomas Cole

Ms. Miranda S. Collins

Mr. Scott E. Conover

Dr. and Mis. Terry L. Cox
Ms. Nadine C. Craig

M. Gabriel O. Craig

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cribbs
M. Wayne Crist

Mr. Randall Crist

Dr. and Mrs. Frank Cunningham
Mr. Dan Dallmann

Dr. Benna Daugherty

Mr. Peter Davenport

Dr. and Mrs. David Davila
Mr. William H. Davis

Mr. Chandler J. Davis

Mr. Caleb Davis

Ms. Callie R. Day

Ms. Betty Deen

Ms. MacKenzie B. Depee
M. Derek M. Deuvall

Ms. Eldonna R. DeWeese
Mr. and Mis. Jeffrey R. Dick
Ms. Sarah Doran

Ms. Nicole K. Duncan

M. and Mirs. Richard D. Ellis
Mr. and Mis. Jesse R. Emory
Mr. and Mis. Robert Endsley
Ms. Danielle L. Epperson
M. Nathanael T. Ewing

M. Terri Fallin

Mr. and Mis. Judah Fansler
M. Paul Faulkner

Mr. and Mrs. Brent D. Fisher
Ms. Kathryn L. Fitzpatrick
Mr. Paul W. Forbes

Mr. Richard L. Fortuna

M. and Mirs. Chatles Fowler
M. Jacqueline M. Fox

Mrs. Judy B. Fraser

Mr. and Mis. John Frazier
M. Gregg Froebe

Dr. and Mrs. Mike Fuhrman
Ms. Anne Gagnon

Ms. Tanya Garretson

Mr. John M. Gaskin

Ms. Dona S. Gentry

M. Hazel Gerloff

Mr. Charles Getty

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Giesler

Mr. Walter Gilchrist

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gimple
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Glasgow
M. Dean Goforth

Ms. Terrina M. Gosa

Mr. Donald R. Gowin

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Grabowski
Mr. David C. Grady

Mr. and Mrs. Kelly Grant

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Graves
M. Carl R. Graves

Mrs. Paula Gray

Ms. Loretta M. Greaves

Ms. Michae'la B. Green

M. and Mrs. David Greenshields
Mr. and Mrs. Max Greiner Jr.
Ms. LaTrisha M. Grissom

Mr. Bernard Gross

Rev. and Mrs. Donald E Gundy
Dr. and Mis. Craig Haile

Mr. & Mirs. Charles R. Halbrook
Dr. Kimberly A. Hall

M. and Mrs. William C. Hall
Mis. Sonya G. Hancock

M. Charles Hancock

Dr. and Mrs. Lou Harris

Ms. Valerie C. Harvengt

Rev. and Mrs. E.M. Hay

M:r. Douglas E. Heckel

Mr. Jimmie Hickman

Ms. Holly Hill

Ms. Ruth A. Hirtz

Mr. David Hock

Dr. and Mrs. William L. Hooper
Dr. and Mis. Kevin Hopkins
Mr. and Mirs. Everett C. Hornbostel
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Howald
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Huck

M. and Mrs. Miles Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hughes
Mr. Jacob T. Tkerd

Mr. Eric J. Johnson

Mrs. Kimberly Johnson

Ms. Carrie Kann

Mr. and Mrs. Myron Kaufman
Ms. Kelsey J. Keizer

Rev. John Kelley

Mr. Rob Kespelher

Mr. Nathan Kester

Ms. Emma K. Kiesling

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Kim
Ms. Martha C. Kiser

Dr. and Mrs. Bob Kitchin

Mr. and Mirs. Kenneth L. Knight
Mis. Cindy Koester

Mr. and Mrs. Loren K. Krenelka
Ms. Emily M. Kriese

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Lane

Mr. William Latham Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lay

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Lehman
Mr. Chris Lentz

Dr. and Mis. Steve Lesh

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Logue

Mr. Lance J. Long

Mr. and Mrs. Danny E. Lough
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Love

Rev. and Mrs. Stephen C. Lovelady
Ms. Taylor R. Major

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin W. Marcum
Ms. Carrie Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Martin

Mr. Austin B. Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Marton

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Massing

Mr. Michael Maybery

Mr. Caleb W. McDaniel

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Corey McElhaney
Ms. Modeen McGowan

Mr. Michael S. McIntosh

Ms. Krista Meikle

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight M. Mentzer
Rev. and Mrs. Martin Micke
Mr. Wilhelm Middleton

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Middleton
Ms. Katie L. Middleton

Dr. Bassem Mikhail

Mr. Harold E. Milford Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby J. Miller
Mr. Granville Miller

Mr. Edward E Miller

Ms. Dorothy Miller

Mr. William C. Mills

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Moger

Mr. Gary Moor

Mr. Kenneth J. Moore

Mr. Guy W. Moran

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Morris

Mr. Doug Morrison

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Mott
M. Larry Muenzberg

Mr. and Mrs. Mark W. Mulkey
Mr. William Murr

Mr. and Mrs. Justin Murr

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Murray

Mrs. Christiana Mustion

Mr. and Mirs. David C. Myers
Mis. Kathryn J. Myers

Mr. and Mrs. David Nahirny
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn S. Nance
Ms. Barbara Nimmo

M. Willie A. Nobles Jr.

Mt. Paul R. Northup

Ms. Maura I. O’Brien

Ms. Tarsha Oliver

Mrs. Jane A. Olson

Ms. Lynn W. Olson

Mr. and Mis. Timothy L. Owens
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence G. Paris
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Parminter
M. Jim Pendergraft

Mr. and Mrs. Mick D. Petty
Ms. Kandace M. Phipps

Dr. Jeremy Popek

Ms. Deborah Posey

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Powell

Mr. Dustin J. Preston

Mr. and Mirs. Cleburn Priest
M. and Mrs. Randall Primm
Mr. Aaron M. Putnam

Mr. William H. Rademacher
M. Scott E. Radford

Mr. James E. Rawlings

Mr. Jordan Reichl

Mr. Steve Reuter

Mis. Lois Mitchem Richter
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Ricker Jr.
Mr. Brian Ross

Ms. Mackenzie L. Roth

Mr. Charles T. Rouse

Mr. and Mirs. Candido K. Sanchez
M. Jessica R. Sanders

M. Nathaniel Q. Sawyer

Mr. Charles Schaffer

M. Craig Schuning

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Scifres
Mr. and Mis. Kyle A. Seaney
Ms. Tia M. Shane

Ms. Kyla P. Sheets

Ms. Kati J. Shelton

M. and Mrs. Lloyd Sherman
Ms. Kelsey S. Shoup

Mr. and Mrs. James Shrimpton
Mr. Jody M. Shuping

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Simmons
Msrs. Jenny Skupa

Ms. Melinda R. Slack

Ms. Kensey I. Slone

Mr. Randal Smart

Mis. Nadine Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Smith
Mr. Denzil D. Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Snapp
Mrs. Amanda M. Snyder

M. and Mis. Jordan R. St. Clair
Mr. Monte L. Standage

M. Jason A. Stanley

Mr. Mel Steele

M. Gerald E Stephens

Ms. Susan A. Stewart
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Rev. and Mrs. Gregory Stewart
Ms. Natalie C. Stiles
Mr. Mark Stone
Mrt. Thomas H. Stovall
Ms. Gabrielle J. Stovall
M. Myron Stover
Ms. Helen Stumbo
M. Tanner W. Sublette
M. and Mrs. Stan Sullinger
Mrs. Claudia Sullivan
M. and Mrs. Joseph E. Sullivan
Mr. Jalen L. Supancic
Mr. Wendell Swenson
M. Virgil G. Swenson
Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Swyden
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Tate
Mr. and Mrs. Neal Taylor
Mr. Joshua Taylor
Mr. Mike Teel
Ms. Carol L. Thornsberry
Dr. and Mss. Jerry H. Thornsberry
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Tichenor
r. Barak Tschirhart
and Mrs. Roy H. Tsuruda
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Turner
Ms. Sarah B. Turney
Ms. Sara E. Underwood
Dr. and Mrs. Sam Upton
Rev. and Mrs. Gary S. Urich
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Va
Mr. J. Michael Vaughn
Rev. and Mrs. Keith Vawter
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Vitt
Mrs. Joan P. Wade
Ms. Elizabeth A. Wade
M. and Mrs. Andrew J. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Zach Waters
Mrt. and Mrs. William D. Whitworth
Ms. Lu Rae Wilkins
Mr. James J. Wilkins
Dr. and Mrs. Graham R. Williams
Mr. and Mirs. Kyle Williams
Mr. Anthony G. Wilson
Ms. Louise Wimberly
M. Nathan Wingerd
Dr. and Mrs. Leroy Winkle
1sig
Mrs. Linda S. Wollard
Ms. Peyton R. Wood
s. Raneka Wright
. Randol M. Wunderlich
s. Patricia Yelton
. and Mrs. Andrew Yohn

r. and Mrs. Gary Young

5. Noel L. Young

. Richard Young

. and Mrs. David H. Yuhnke

s. Dawn D. Zanca
s. Julie Zook

Katelynn D. Zuercher

www.SBUNiv.edu

Chris ‘09 and Sarah Dodson ‘09

Chris: Third-year Ph.D. student at the University of Aberdeen

Sarah: Freelance designer

By Stephanie Benoit

Chris and Sarah (Minott) Dodson, who
met at Southwest Baptist University in their
Honors Program Welcome Week group and
married seven years later, followed God’s
call on their lives to Scotland, where Chris is
working on a Ph.D. in systematic theology at
University of Aberdeen.

‘I knew that I wanted to be in some sort of
theological vocation — [I became] a Redford
College major at SBU as soon as the paperwork
could go through,” Chris said. “I believed then
and continue to believe that I was meant to
work for the church in some capacity. Yet I
would never have thought this vocation would
lead me to pursue a Ph.D.”

Chris, whose current research focuses
on the theologies and ethics of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther, believes that
participating in SBU’s Honors Program was
significant in his academic and professional
growth.

“The honors classes and colloquia all honed
critical-thinking skills that allowed me to
excel as studies continued,” he said. “Beyond
the classes, the Capstone was my first piece of
extensive research. Completing that doubt-
lessly helped build the confidence that has
carried me through the process of doctoral
studies.”

Sarah, who majored in middle school

education, recalls being similarly impacted by
her experience in the Honors Program.

“The high standards and well-rounded
experiences required helped me explore
activities and perspectives [ would not have
discovered otherwise,” said Sarah, who taught
at American Indian Christian Mission in
Arizona after graduating from SBU.

Her professional and academic path also
led her to graduate school; she joined Chris
at Baylor University—where Chris went to
seminary after graduating from SBU-and
completed a master’s degree in museum studies
there in 2013. She has also used her skills in
recent years to do document design work.

“The empbhasis on critical thinking, treating
classmates as colleagues and achieving a large
project like the Capstone prepared me in par-
ticular for graduate school,” she said.

Although Sarah and Chris are unsure
exactly where the future will take them, it most
certainly includes caring for their son, Charlie,
who was born in January 2015.

“We don’t know what the next year holds
for us after Chris finishes his Ph.D., but we
hope to be involved in a school or university
with Chris teaching and me designing and tak-
ing care of our family from home—[some day]
I may be back in the classroom as well,” she
said. “The opportunities are unknown right
now, but we will take one step at a time.”
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Annwual Corporate Foundation Gift

Heritage Society Corps

$50,000 and Above

Community Foundation of the Ozarks, Springfield, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen Foundation, Bayport, Minn.
Hagan Scholarship Foundation, Columbia, Mo.

Missouri Baptist Convention, Jefferson City, Mo.

Provision Foundation, Knoxville, Tenn.

Robert W. Plaster Foundation, Lebanon, Mo.

Zinngrabe Charitable Foundation, Newport Beach, Calif.

Legacy Society Corps

$20,000 - $49,999

BKD LLP, Springfield, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Nevada, Mo.

Missouri Baptist Foundation, Jefferson City, Mo.
Missouri Colleges Fund Inc., Jefferson City, Mo.
Missouri National Guard, Jefferson City, Mo.
Missouri State University Department of Military Science, Springfield, Mo.
Musgrave Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

Nellie Nicholas Scholarship Trust, Springfield, Mo.
Rhodes Concrete and Construction LLC, Bolivar, Mo.
Scholarship America Foundation, Saint Peter, Minn.
Sunderland Foundation, Overland Park, Kan.

TUA Glenn Nursing Scholarship, Providence, R.L

US Department of Defense, Indianapolis, Ind.

Distinguished Leadership Council

$10,000 - $19,999

Arch W. Shaw Foundation, Birch Tree, Mo.

Bolivar Educational Advancement Foundation, Bolivar, Mo.
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, Tahlequah, Okla.

Cooper Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

El Dorado Promise, El Dorado, Ark.

Fresh Ideas Food Service Management, Columbia, Mo.
Gold Mechanical Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Judson Young Memorial Educational Foundation Inc., Salem, Mo.
Kauffman Scholars Inc., Kansas City, Mo.

Missouri Career Center, Springfield, Mo.

Missouri Masonic Scholarship Fund, Columbia, Mo.
Smith-Glynn-Callaway Foundation, Springfield, Mo.
Southwest Electric Cooperative, Bolivar, Mo.

Wellspring Fellowship, Bolivar, Mo.

Windstream Corporation, Little Rock, Ark.

Clubs

President’s Council

$5,000 - $9,999

AmeriCorps, Washington, DC

Army Emergency Relief, Alexandria, Va.

Artisan Construction Services Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Bank of America, Springfield, Mo.

Bank of Bolivar, Bolivar, Mo.

Bolivar Ready Mix and Materials Inc., Bolivar, Mo.
Chickasaw Nation, Ada, Okla.

Citizens Memorial Hospital Foundation, Bolivar, Mo.
Citizens Memorial Hospital, Bolivar, Mo.

City of Springfield, Springfield, Mo.

Cocopah Indian Tribe, Somerton, Ariz.

Concord Baptist Church, Jefferson City, Mo.

Elks National Foundation, Chicago, Ill.

Empire District Electric Company, Joplin, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Arnold, Mo.

First Baptist Church, El Dorado Springs, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Lebanon, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Richland, Mo.

Foster Care to Success, Sterling, Va.

Greater Saint Louis Community Foundation, Saint Louis, Mo.
Henry and Lucille Straus Scholarship, Springfield, Mo.
Jack Henry and Associates, Monett, Mo.

Lebanon R-3 School District, Lebanon, Mo.

Miles Memorial Fund, Bolivar, Mo.

Ottsie and Reuben Trogdon Scholarship, Kansas City, Mo.
Parsons Blewett Memorial Fund, Saint Louis, Mo.

Pearl Foundation, Springfield, Mo.

Second Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

South Central Region Workforce, West Plains, Mo.

South County Baptist Church Foundation, Saint Louis, Mo.
Spear Excavating LLC, Bolivar, Mo.

Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Foundation, Los Angeles, Calif.
Tulsa Community Foundation, Tulsa, Okla.

Turner Family Foundation, Strafford, Mo.

Tyson Family Foundation, Springdale, Ark.

Wells Fargo Matching Gifts Program, Saint Paul, Minn.

Provost’s Club
$1,000 to $4,999
Accounting and Financial Women'’s Alliance, Springfield, Mo.
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Alva J. Field Memorial Trust, Williston, N.D.
American Legion, Indianapolis, Ind.

American Red Cross, Charlotte, N.C.

Antioch Christian Fellowship Church, Wynona, Okla.
Arkansas Baptist Foundation, Little Rock, Ark.

Ava R-1 School District, Ava, Mo.

Ava United Methodist Church, Ava, Mo.

Ava’s Grace Scholarship Foundation, Saint Louis, Mo.
Bank of Crocker, Crocker, Mo.

Bank of Urbana, Urbana, Mo.

Baptist Foundation of Illinois, Springfield, IIl.

Baptist General Convention of Missouri, Jefferson City, Mo.

BD Medical, Franklin Lakes, N.J.

Beulah Baptist Church, Richland, Mo.

Big Creck Baptist Church, Anna, Ill.
BluCurrent Credit Union, Springfield, Mo.

Bowling Green Warren County NAACE, Bowling Green, Ky.

Boys and Girls Club of Springfield, Springfield, Mo.
Calvary Baptist Church, Manning, lowa

Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Carl and Anna Carson Memorial Scholarship, Bolivar, Mo.
Cedar Ridge Christian Church, Lenexa, Kansas

Central Region Workforce Investment Board, Rolla, Mo.
Century Bank, Gainesville, Mo.

Cherry Hills Baptist Church, Springfield, IIl.
Chick-Fil-A Inc., Atlanta, Ga.

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Durant, Okla.

Citizen Potawatomi Nation, Shawnee, Okla.

City Church of Texarkana, Texarkana, Texas

Claremore Assembly of God, Claremore, Okla.

Claude and Ada Low Foundation, Orange, Calif.
Claudia Foundation, Poplar Bluff, Mo.

Clearwater R-1 Schools, Piedmont, Mo.

Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, Atlanta, Ga.

Cole Camp R-1 School District, Cole Camp, Mo.
Commerce Bank, Bolivar, Mo.

Commerce Trust Company, Saint Louis, Mo.

Community Foundation of Northwest Missouri, Saint Joseph, Mo.

Concordia Baptist Church, Concordia, Mo.
ConocoPhillips Company, Houston, Texas
Corbin Charitable Trust, Nevada, Mo.

Cuivre River Electric Community Trust, Troy, Mo.
Culver’s VIP Foundation Inc., Prairie du Sac, Wis.
CVR Energy, Kansas City, Kan.

Doe Run Company, Boss, Mo.

Doniphan Senior High School, Doniphan, Mo.
FEllis Foundation, Fort Scott, Kan.

Eudora Baptist Church, Morrisville, Mo.
Evergreen Church, Springfield, Mo.

Fair Play R-2 Schools, Fair Play, Mo.

Family Church, White Hall, Ark.

Farmers State Bank, Bolivar, Mo.

Fee Fee Baptist Church, Bridgeton, Mo.
Fellowship Bible Church, San Antonio, Texas
Finley Charitable Foundation, Lamar, Mo.

First Baptist Church Memorial Scholarship, Richland, Mo.
First Baptist Church, Big Pine, Calif.

First Baptist Church, Blue Springs, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Camdenton, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Eldon, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Hermitage, Mo.
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Jared Brandt 12

Third-year philosophy Ph.D.
student at Baylor University

By Stephanie Benoit

Since graduating from Southwest
Baptist University with degrees in
chemistry and religion and philosophy in
2012, Jared Brandt has pursued a Ph.D. in
philosophy at Baylor University, where he
is currently in his third year.

He believes that his experience in the
Honors Program—particularly the in-depth
colloquium classes—were influential in
preparing him for the rigors of graduate
school.

“Since coming to Baylor, I have come to
see how my SBU education equipped me
with the sort of skills that I needed to be
successful in graduate work in philosophy,”
he says. “Those colloquium classes revealed
to me how important philosophy is and
how beneficial it can be in that context
of a discussion-based class. They kind of
brought things together and helped push
me toward graduate work in philosophy.”

Another helpful stepping-stone was
the Capstone experience. Done under the
supervision of Dr. Zach Manis, professor
of philosophy, his project focused on the
relationship between human freedom and
God'’s knowledge of the future.

“The Capstone was one of the most
valuable experiences of my time at SBU
because it had me work closely with one
professor and work on a bigger project,” he

said. “Giving the presentation and fielding
questions prepared me for what it is like to
present papers at conferences, which I now
have the opportunity to do with Baylor
University.”

Although he and his wife, Courtney, a
pediatric ICU nurse studying to be a nurse
practitioner, are unsure exactly where they
will end up after the Ph.D. program, which
he expects to complete in 2018, he hopes to
one day teach at a Baptist institution.

To pursue this goal, he joined the
Baptist College and University Scholars
program, a collaboration between schools
in the International Association of Baptist
Colleges and Universities designed to
encourage retention of students in Baptist
institutions as doctoral students and even-
tually as faculty.

He was largely inspired to follow this
path because of what he witnessed from his
professors at SBU.

“Ideally I would like to teach philosophy
at a school like SBU, partially because of
what I saw Dr. Manis get to do when I was
at SBU: working with students who were
going into ministry and giving them skills
that will really help them,” he said. “Also,
the small major allowed him to get to know
his students really well and engage with
them not just about academics but also
about their spiritual lives.”
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Evan Johnson "11

Associate at Jones Day

By Stephanie Benoit

For Evan Johnson, who
graduated from Southwest Baptist
University in 2011 with a degree in
political science, the Honors Program
was one of the major factors attract-
ing him to SBU.

“When I came to visit campus,
met with people from the Honors
Program—Dr. Allison Langford,
some of the other honors students—
and everyone was really nice and
approachable,” Johnson said. “I got
the sense that they were the kind of
people who actually cared about help-
ing me succeed.”

Once at SBU, he found the
Honors Program to be beneficial not
only for its interesting classes and
engaging programming, but also the
fun, tight-knit community of students
and faculty that it offered.

“The thing that I found the most
helpful about the Honors Program
and was a blessing to me was that it
provided an immediate social group,”
he said. “It was great to immediately
be in a group of people who all have
something in common—you are all
going through the Honors Program
together, you have classes together,
and you have some similar interests.
It’s not just an academic experience—
it’s also a really fun, fulfilling social
experience.”

In the classroom, he thrived in
Honors Program components like the
colloquia and the Capstone, both of
which he consider influential in the
development of the critical-thinking
and researching skills that were so
essential to him at the University of
Virginia School of Law. Currently, he
is using those skills in Dallas, where
he lives with his wife, Emily (Bethea)
’11, and practices corporate law at the
prominent firm Jones Day.

“In the honors classes, they teach
you not just to memorize material,
but they really encourage you to
develop the kinds of critical thinking
skills that are helpful in law school
particularly,” he said. “I think it
prepared me really well. Being able to
learn how to research, how to chal-
lenge ideas and find support for them
is something that has been extremely
useful.”

He believes this essential knowl-
edge and preparation has helped
provide him with a framework for
thinking not just about academic and
professional subjects, but broader
situations in life.

“The Honors Program was really
good in helping [me learn to] think
critically, not just about whatever
subject you are talking about in class,
but also about issues and life gener-
ally—what your goals are.”

First Baptist Church, Iberia, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Newport, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Oak Grove, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Peculiar, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Rogersville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Rolla, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Saint Charles, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Steelville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, West Plains, Mo.

First Christian Church, Rolla, Mo.

First Southern Baptist Church, Stockton, Mo.

Forest City Education Foundation, Forest City, Iowa
Fort Wood Community Spouses Club, Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.
Gammill Family Foundation, West Plains, Mo.
Gascosage Electric Cooperative, Dixon, Mo.

Grace Tabernacle Baptist Church, Centerville, lowa
Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star, Columbia, Mo.
Green Forest School District 32, Green Forest, Ark.
Gro-Rite, Grand Island, Neb.

Hall Family Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.

Hannibal Public Schools, Hannibal, Mo.

Harrison High School, Harrison, Ark.

Harwville R-2 School District, Hartville, Mo.

Hawthorn Bank, Jefferson City, Mo.

Hazelwood Baptist Church, Hazelwood, Mo.

Hopewell Baptist Church, Quincy, Mo.

Horatio Alger Scholarship Program, Alexandria, Va.
Hutchins Advertising LLC, Springfield, Mo.

Integrity Roofing LLC, Lees Summit, Mo.

Integrity Tax and Accounting, Bolivar, Mo.

International Scholarship and Tuition Services Inc., Nashville, Tenn.
IOKDS, Midland, Mich.

Towa Vocational Rehabilitation Services, Des Moines, [owa
Iron County C-4 Schools, Viburnum, Mo.

Jefferson City Public School District, Jefferson City, Mo.
Jera Foundation, Rosebud, Mo.

Jessica Morgan Memorial Scholarship, Cassville, Mo.
Jim Pollard Memorial Fund, Independence, Mo.
Kickapoo Voiture 760 Forty and Eight, Springfield, Mo.
King Hill Baptist Church, Saint Joseph, Mo.

Kiwanis International, Indianapolis, Ind.

KPM CPAs PC, Springfield, Mo.

Kraft Foods Matching Gifts Program, Princeton, N.J.
Laclede Electric Trust, Lebanon, Mo.

Lakeland R-3 School, Deepwater, Mo.

Lees Summit Baseball Association, Lees Summit, Mo.
Lenexa Baptist Church, Lenexa, Kan.

Lewisville ISD Educational Foundation, Lewisville, Texas
Lincoln County R-2 School District, Elsberry, Mo.
Love Like Lisa Education Scholarship, Van Buren, Ark.
Luke Holland Scholarship Fund, Saint Petersburg, Fla.
Macks Creek Alumni Scholarship, Macks Creek, Mo.
Mary Robinson Charitable Trust, Providence, R.L.
McCartney Scholarship Trust, Newport, Ark.

Meek Charitable Trust, Springfield, Mo.

Mercy Health Foundation, Lebanon, Mo.

Mercy Health Shared Services, Springfield, Mo.

Miles Educational Foundation, Saint Louis, Mo.
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Missouri Boys State Memorial Trust, Warrensburg, Mo.
Missouri Society of CPA's, Saint Louis, Mo.

Missouri Water Well Association, Dixon, Mo.

Missouri Youth Soccer Association, Saint Charles, Mo.
Montgomery Family Foundation Inc., Carrollton, Ga.
Mount Vernon R-5 School District, Mount Vernon, Mo.
Mountain Mover Ministries, Lees Summit, Mo.
Murphy Foundation, El Dorado, Ark.

Mutual Insurance Company, Louisville, Ky.

National FFA Foundation Inc., Indianapolis, Ind.
National Merit Scholarship, Evanston, Il

National Propane Gas Foundation, Washington, DC
Nebraska Land Title Association, Lincoln, Neb.

New Hope Fellowship, Green Forest, Ark.

New Life Assembly of God Church, Oak Grove, Mo.
New Site Baptist Church, Monett, Mo.

Nichols Foundation, Canton, Mo.

North Nodaway Education Foundation, Hopkins, Mo.
Northeast Alumni Association, Blue Springs, Mo.
Nucor Steel, Blytheville, Ark.

NW Texas County Lions Club, Plato, Mo.

Odd Fellows Home Association, Excelsior Springs, Mo.
Osage Nation Tribal Fund, Pawhuska, Okla.

Osceola Community Church, Osceola, Mo.

Ozark Action Inc., West Plains, Mo.

Park Hill School District Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.
Paul or Regina Meyer Scholarship Trust, Springfield, Mo.
PEO Sisterhood International Chapter, Des Moines, Iowa
PGM-Pro Inc., Baldwin Park, Calif.

Philadelphia Missionary Baptist Church, Cord, Ark.
Physical Therapy Specialists, West Plains, Mo.
Physicians for Youth, Nixa, Mo.

Plato R-5 School, Plato, Mo.

Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, Liberty, Mo.

Prairie View Sunday School, Shelbyville, Mo.

Presser Foundation, Haverford, Pa.

Raymore Lion’s Club, Raymore, Mo.

Raytown Educational Foundation, Raytown, Mo.
Reorganized School District R-15, Sullivan, Mo.
Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.
Riverwood Bible Church, Jackson, Miss.

Roby Baptist Church, Roby, Mo.

Roby Christian Church, Roby, Mo.

Royal Neighbors America Scholarship, Rock Island, TI1.
Saint James R-1 Public Schools, Saint James, Mo.

Saint Louis Carpenters” District Council, Saint Louis, Mo.
Salem R-80 School District, Salem, Mo.

Samson Energy LLC, Tulsa, Okla.

Savanna High School Alumni, Sapulpa, Okla.

Sayexco LLC, Tulsa, Okla.

School of the Osage Foundation, Osage Beach, Mo.
Se-Ma-No Electric Cooperative, Mansfield, Mo.

I\/Ii‘chael Leskowa”t 12 -

Fourth-year seminary student at The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

By Stephanie Benoit

As a Southwest Baptist University
senior, Michael Leskowat '12 completed his
Honors Program Capstone, a final research
project concluding the four-year-long
program. Entitled “The Warrior Race: An
Example of the New Testament Ministry
of Encouragement,” the project related the
Apostle Paul's methods of encouragement to
the context of the military.

Now, three years later, he has finished
an Army chaplaincy program in Fort
Jackson, S.C., and will soon complete semi-
nary at The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky. After graduation,
he will find a church to fulfill a require-
ment of two years of post-graduate ministry
experience so he can eventually put his
knowledge and skills into practice encourag-
ing military members as a chaplain.

“T actually came to SBU with the goal of
becoming an Army chaplain, and that’s still
the goal that I'm headed towards,” he said.

Originally from Tulsa, Okla., Leskowat
first became interested in Army chaplaincy
growing up at the height of the war in Iraq
and seeing the great need for personnel to
minister to the military.

“I saw the need for it, so [ started pursu-
ing that door and God opened one door after

another, including the Honors Program and
scholarships through SBU that allowed me
to go to school,” he said.

Once at SBU, Honors Program activities
and classes, such as the colloquia courses,
helped prepare him for graduate school
and cement his writing, presentation and
research skills.

“The structure of having instruction but
also having to do research and present our
research was helpful,” he said. “I think some-
times in my other classes I could just write a
paper and turn it in and I wouldn’t have to
personally back what my paper said. When
I'm the one presenting, I feel a lot more
responsibility for my research.”

In addition to developing deep friend-
ships and being challenged academically at
SBU, Leskowat believes that perhaps the
most significant outcome of the Honors
Program was being imbued with a desire to
become a life-long learner.

“[The Honors Program] encouraged me
in my direction, and that emphasis on not
giving up on learning when you gradu-
ate—this being a stepping stone to learning
throughout life—I think that’s going to be
important as an Army chaplain because
there’s always going to be the need to keep
on learning.”
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SEMO Electric Foundation Inc., Sikeston, Mo.

Shelter Insurance Foundation, Columbia, Mo.
Shewmaker Family Scholarship Fund, Bentonville, Ark.
Sikeston R-5 Schools, Sikeston, Mo.

Siloam Springs School District, Siloam Springs, Ark.
Skaggs Foundation, Branson, Mo.

Southern Sun Electric Corporation, Springfield, Mo.
Southside Baptist Church, Aurora, Mo.

Southview Baptist Church, Raytown, Mo.

Springfield Chin Community Church, Springfield, Mo.
Stanberry R-2 High School, Stanberry, Mo.

State Farm Companies Foundation, Princeton, N.J.
Sterling Investment Advisors LLC, Bolivar, Mo.
Taylor-Howald Scholarship, Steelville, Mo.

Thralls Estate, Oklahoma City, Okla.

Town and Country Supermarkets, Salem, Mo.

Truman Heartland Community Foundation, Independence, Mo.
Twin Rivers Baptist Association, Wright City, Mo.
United Methodist Church, Nashville, Tenn.

US Bank, Bolivar, Mo.

Victor Baptist Church, Branson, Mo.

Wal-Mart Super Center, Salem, Mo.

White River Valley Electric Trust, Branson, Mo.
Wilkerson's Commercial Flooring, Springfield, Mo.
William R. Edgar Charitable Foundation, Saint Louis, Mo.
Willow Springs Scholarship Club, Willow Springs, Mo.
Windgate Charitable Foundation, Siloam Springs, Ark.
Windsor Baptist Church, Imperial, Mo.

Women’s Club of Carrollton, Carrollton, Mo.
Wyandotte Nation, Wyandotte, Okla.

Founders’ Club

$500 - $999

Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Marion, IlL.

Aldrich Christian Church, Bolivar, Mo.

American Baptist Churches Great Rivers Region, Springfield, IIL.
Artistic Dance Scholarship Fund, Saint Charles, Mo.

Ash Grove United Methodist Church, Ash Grove, Mo.
Ava General Baptist Church, Ava, Mo.

Benton High School Foundation, Saint Joseph, Mo.
Bethel Missionary Baptist Church, Saint Clair, Mo.
Bolivar Rotary Club, Bolivar, Mo.

Boone County New Salem Baptist Church, Ashland, Mo.
Branson-Hollister Lions Club, Branson, Mo.

Brighton Baptist Church, Brighton, Mo.

Bryan Silvey Memorial Scholarship Fund, Gainesville, Mo.
Calvary Baptist Church, Alton, IL.

Calvary Baptist Church, Neosho, Mo.

Calvary Temple Assembly of God, Lawrence, Kan.

Capital Region Medical Center, Jefferson City, Mo.
Capital West Christian Church, Jefferson City, Mo.

Cass Community Health Research Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.
Catalyst Church, Springfield, Mo.

Church at Osage Hills, Osage Beach, Mo.

Citizens-Farmers Bank, Cole Camp, Mo.
Clever United Methodist Church, Clever, Mo.
Clinton High School, Clinton, Mo.

Clinton J. Carr Foundation Inc., Lebanon, Mo.
Commerce Trust Company, Saint Joseph, Mo.
Community Church of Columbus, Columbus, Ind.
Consolidated Missionary Baptist Convention, Batesville, Ark.
Council for Drug Free Youth, Jefferson City, Mo.
Craig Penley Scholarship, Plato, Mo.

Damascus Road Fellowship, Belleville, IIL.
Dedicated Baptist Church, Bowling Green, Ky.
Duke Energy Foundation, Princeton, N.J.
Eagle Point Community Church, Imperial, Mo.
Elliott, Robinson and Company LLE, Springfield, Mo.
Emmanuel Free Methodist Church, Alton, IlL.
Eula Mainland Circle of Kings Daughters, Hannibal, Mo.
Faith Baptist Church, Lees Summit, Mo.

Faith Rock Church, Ava, Mo.

Fellowship Baptist Church, Nevis, Minn.

First Baptist Church Thayer, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Appleton City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Baxter Springs, Kan.

First Baptist Church, Bentonville, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Carl Junction, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Centralia, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Clinton, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Dadeville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Dexter, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Diamond, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Hamilton, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Hermann, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Houston, Texas

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Jenks, Okla.

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, Ark.

First Baptist Church, La Junta, Colo.

First Baptist Church, Leach, Okla.

First Baptist Church, Lexington, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Licking, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Linn, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Mansfield, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Marshall, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Maryville, Il

First Baptist Church, Mascoutah, Il1.

First Baptist Church, Miami, Okla.

First Baptist Church, Monroe City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Nixa, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Pierce City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Potosi, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Schell City, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Seneca, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Sunrise Beach, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Valley Springs, Ark.

First Baptist Church, Weaubleau, Mo.
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First Baptist Church, Wellington, Mo.

First United Methodist Church, Canon City, Colo.
Forest Park Baptist Church, Joplin, Mo.

Foundation for Springfield Public Schools, Springfield, Mo.
Friendship Baptist Church, Dexter, Mo.

Gainesville Lions Club, Gainesville, Mo.

Garland Area Alliance of Black School Educators, Rowlett, Texas
Gift of Hope, Inc., Forsyth, Mo.

Glenview Assembly of God Church, Granite City, IlL.
Grant Avenue Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Great Lakes Bible Camp, Barstow, Ill.

Greater Kansas City Community Foundation, Kansas City, Mo.
Hamels Foundation Inc., Springfield, Mo.

Heartland Baptist Church, Saint Louis, Mo.
Henderson Baptist Church, Rogersville, Mo.

Herr Family Charitable Fund, Hudson, Ohio

Intel Foundation, Princeton, N.J.

James Bowie High School, Austin, Texas

Jefterson Avenue Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.
Lebanon Band Parents, Lebanon, Mo.

Lebanon Baptist Church, California, Mo.

Lebanon Downtown Optimist Club, Lebanon, Mo
Lees Summit Cares, Raymore, Mo.

Liberty Baptist Church, Everton, Mo.

Lighthouse Baptist Church, Brumley, Mo.

Macks Creek Baptist Church, Macks Creek, Mo.
Mammoth Assembly of God, Gainesville, Mo.
Mansfield R-4 School District, Mansfield, Mo.
Maplewood Baptist Church, Sedalia, Mo.

Marble Creek United Baptist Church, Arcadia, Mo.
Marion C. Early R-5 School District, Morrisville, Mo.
Matlock OB/GYN Associates, Arlington, Texas
Maywood Baptist Church, Independence, Mo.
MECE Ciredit Union, Jefferson City, Mo.

Mercy Auxiliary - BV, Inc., Berryville, Ark.

Mesa Hills Bible Church, Colorado Springs, Colo.
MFA Foundation, Columbia, Mo.

Mid-Missouri Bank, Bolivar, Mo.

Millcreek Baptist Church, Silex, Mo.

Montclair Retirement Community, Springfield, Mo.
Morningside Bible Church, Sioux City, lowa

M. Bug Killer Exterminating Inc., Branson, Mo.
MRG Group LLC, Branson, Mo.

National Council of Jewish Women, Prairie Village, Kan.
Nevada High School Scholarship Foundation, Nevada, Mo.
New Beginnings Baptist Church, Houston, Mo.

New Hope Christian Academy, Harrisburg, Ill.

North Oak Community Church, Hays, Kan.

North Shore Baptist Church, Rocky Mount, Mo.
Northridge Assembly of God, Grand Island, Neb.
Northside Missionary Baptist Church, Berryville, Ark.
Odd Fellows Home Association, Fulton, Mo.

Ohio National Foundation, Cincinnati, Ohio
Orchard Church, Henderson, Colo.

Ozark Association of Government Accountants, Springfield, Mo.

Park Baptist Church, Brookfield, Mo.

Paul and Jean Herd Scholarship, Gainesville, Mo.
Pleasant Home Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church, Salem, Mo.

Polk County Cattlemen’s Association, Springfield, Mo.
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Meg Goodman '14

Associate at BKD CPAs & Advisors

By Stephanie Benoit

As a student at SBU, Meg Goodman,
who graduated from SBU in 2014 with a
degree in accounting, took part in numer-
ous academic activities, but one of the
most influential was the Honors Program,
particularly because of its emphasis on criti-
cal thinking.

“SBU does a good job of requiring
students to take a critical-thinking class,
but there’s even more of a focus on critical
thinking in the Honors Program because
of the additional classes you take and the
research you do,” she said. “I think it’s a skill
that not enough people focus on these days,
so | appreciate the insights I got. In the col-
loquium classes, which are discussion-heavy,
you end up considering a lot of things you
hadn’t thought of before. Dr. Allison Lang-
ford really encouraged us to think critically.”

Today, she is putting those critical think-
ing skills into practice as an associate at BKD
CPAs & Advisors, which is headquartered
in Springfield, Mo., and is one of the largest
accounting and advisory firms in the U.S.
She enjoys her role, which allows her to
travel across the country often to do audits
and work with clients such as hospitals and
health care systems.

Looking back on her college years, she
is happy to have participated in outstanding

extracurricular experiences, from the pres-
tigious Heritage Foundation internship in
‘Washington, D.C,, to attending the Republi-
can National Convention in 2012, which Dr.
Langford encouraged her to do.

“It was a week of learning about the
presidency and the convention and the
point behind it, and then you spend a week
working the convention,” she said. “I don’t
think I would have been able to do that if she
hadn’t known about it and helped me with
it. I really appreciate Dr. Langford. She went
above and beyond.”

In the future, she hopes to continue in
her role as a CPA, as well as potentially con-
tinue her education with either an MBA or
master’s degree in accountancy, an exciting
endeavor for which she believes her experi-
ence at SBU in the Honors Program and the
Robert W. Plaster College of Business and
Computer Science helped prepare her.

“Life-long learning is certainly something
that is important to me,” she said. “T abso-
lutely think SBU and the Honors Program
helped prepare me for the possibility of
pursuing a graduate degree. If my college
experience hadn’t emphasized the impor-
tance of critical thinking and research skills,
I would feel unprepared academically. The
Honors Program ensured those things were
a priority.”
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Polk County Mutual Insurance, Bolivar, Mo.

Premier Designs, Inc., Irving, Texas

Professional Insurance Agents of Arkansas, Little Rock, Ark.
Providence Baptist Church, West Plains, Mo.
Raymore-Peculiar Public School Foundation, Peculiar, Mo.
Redford Baptist Church, Redford, Mo.

Saint Francis Hospital Auxiliary, Maryville, Mo.

Saint James VFW Post 5608, Saint James. Mo.

Saint Joseph Beverage LLC, Saint Joseph, Mo.

Saint Joseph School District, Saint Joseph, Mo.
Saverton Community Church, Saverton, Mo.
Shannondale United Church of Christ, Salem, Mo.
Sharon Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan.

South Haven Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.
Southside Baptist Church, Charleston, Mo.

Speedwell Southern Baptist Church, El Dorado Springs, Mo.
Sterling Acres Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo.

Stony Point Presbyterian Church, Trimble, Mo.

Sunrise Optimist Club, Clinton, Mo.

Temple Baptist Church, Poplar Bluff, Mo.

Temple Baptist Church, Sullivan, Mo.

Toledo First Baptist Church, Toledo, Wash.

Tower View Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo.

Trinity Baptist Church, Reedsburg, Mo.

Trinity Baptist Church, Willow Springs, Mo.

Trust Company of the Ozarks, Springfield, Mo.

Tustin Toyota, Tustin, Calif.

United Freewill Baptist Church, West Plains, Mo.

US Bancorp Foundation, Princeton, Mo.

US Foods Inc., Salem, Mo.

Valle Catholic High School, Sainte Genevieve, Mo.
Vanleer Baptist Church, Cumberland Furnace, Tenn.
Verona Baptist Church, Verona, Mo.

Vietnam Veterans of America, Nevada, Mo.

Webster and Virginia Thomas Scholarship, Tipton, Mo.
Wellspring Church, Webb City, Mo.

West Side Baptist Church, El Dorado, Ark.

Westside Baptist Church, Waynesville, Mo.

Willard Tigers Booster Club, Willard, Mo.

Willow Springs Rotary Club, Willow Springs, Mo.

Bearcat Corps

$250 - $499

Anderson Egg, Inc., Watts, Okla.

Benton County 4-H and FFA Youth Fair, Lincoln, Mo.
Booster, Fairfax, Va.

Calvary Baptist Church, Normal, IIL.

Calvary Baptist Church, Republic, Mo.

Calvary Chapel Freewill Baptist Church, Buffalo, Mo.
Celebration Church, Atchison, Kan.

Chatham Baptist Church, Chatham, Ill.

Cornerstone Baptist Church, Sedalia, Mo.

Crane R-3 School District, Crane, Mo.

Crater Foundation, Central Point, Ore.

Creator Designs LLC, Bolivar, Mo.

Cross Timbers Southern Baptist Church, Cross Timbers, Mo.
CrossPointe Baptist Church, Lees Summit, Mo.
Crossway Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

CRP Farms of Arkansas LLC, Fayetteville, Ark.
D’Wayne Eldridge Student Award, Lewisville, Texas
Eagle Machine Inc., Buffalo, Mo.

Everton Presbyterian Church, Everton, Mo.
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F and H Food Equipment, Springfield, Mo.
Farmington Elks Lodge #1765, Farmington, Mo.
First Baptist Church, Bismarck, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Braymer, Mo.

First Baptist Church, California, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Carlyle, Il

First Baptist Church, Cassville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Crocker, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Fair Play, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Hermitage, Mo.

First Baptist Church, New London, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Salisbury, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Waynesville, Mo.

First Baptist Church, Winfield, Mo.

First Southern Baptist Church, Kimberling City, Mo.
Freshwater Church, Bolivar, Mo.

Gashland Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo.

Grace Baptist Church, Richland, Mo.

Grace Point Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mo.
Greenfield Alumni Association, Dadeville, Mo.
Heartland Asphalt, Inc., Mason City, lowa
Herschend Family Foundation, Branson, Mo.
Highland Area Community Foundation, Highland, TIL.
Immanuel Baptist Church, Hannibal, Mo.

Kings Point Baptist Church, Lockwood, Mo.
Knight and Maher, Inc., Salem, Mo.

Lake Area Civic Association, Camdenton, Mo.
Lewis County Mutual Insurance Company, Lewistown, Mo.
Lighthouse Baptist Church, Saint Ann, Mo.

Love and Truth Ministries, Jackson, Tenn.
Macedonia Baptist Church, Springfield, Mo.

Macks Creek R-5 Schools, Macks Creek, Mo.
Maplewood Baptist Church, Maplewood, Mo.
Mount Olivet Southern Baptist Church, Purdy, Mo.

Mount Vernon High School Foundation, Mount Vernon, Mo.

National Christian Foundation Heartland, Olathe, Kan.
New Bloomfield R-3 High School, New Bloomfield, Mo.
Nixa General Baptist Church, Nixa, Mo.

Northeast Baptist Church, Clinton, Mo.

Northern Hills Baptist Church, Holt, Mo.

Norwood First Baptist Church, Mountain Grove, Mo.
Owensville Christian Church, Owensville, Mo.

PEO Chapter BT, Riverton, Kan.

Pilot Knob Baptist Church, Owensville, Mo.

Pin Oak Baptist Church, Linn, Mo.

Printers Ink LLC, Springfield, Mo.

Progressive Ozark Bank, Salem, Mo.

RVCEF Global Outreach Team, Bourbonnais, IlL.

Salem Baptist Church, Center, Mo.

SBU Women’s Club, Bolivar, Mo.

Smart Scholarship Funding Corp., Arlington, Texas
South Central Missouri Music Educators, Seymour, Mo.
South Tulsa Baptist Church, Tulsa, Okla.

Specialized Tech Solutions LLC, High Ridge, Mo.
Spring River Baptist Association, Joplin, Mo.

Texas County Baptist Association, Houston, Mo.
Union Hall Baptist Church, El Dorado Springs, Mo.
Utica Baptist Church, Utica, Mo.

Viola Baptist Church, Shell Knob, Mo.

Warren East High School, Bowling Green, Ky.

Westside Church of the Nazarene, Olathe, Kan.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS: Don Fahrni, chairman; Phillip Franz, vice chairman; Randy Johnson, secretary

Bob Ingold ‘72, Attorney, Springfield

David Bennett ‘72, Businessman, Joplin
Joe Brand, Businessman, Salem Randy Johnson 77, Pastor, Republic
David Brown ‘88, Pastor, Lebanon Don Jump 64, Dentist, Bolivar
Syndee Chase, Businesswoman, Lebanon Charles Kimball 83, Pastor, Ballwin
Jerry Dudley, Pastor, St. Charles Ronda Miller, Businesswoman, Camdenton
Jim Evans '74, Businessman, Blue Springs Rick Moore 85, Educator, Kansas City
Don Fahrni 68, Businessman, Russellville Donna Neil, Businesswoman, Springfield
Philip Franz, Businessman, West Plains Ryan Palmer '96, Pastor, Springfield
Susan Gilmore '79, Educator, Mt. Vernon Mark Rains ‘70, Attorney, Blue Springs
Ed Hamilton ‘61, Retired Pastor, Houston Rebecca Randles ‘85, Attorney, Kansas City
Jana Horner ‘89, Physician, Bolivar Billy Russell ‘85, Pastor, Bolivar
Jerry Williams '72, Retired Director of Missions, Exeter

Wayne Hutchins ‘51, Retired Businessman, Springfield

ADMINISTRATION

C. Pat Taylor, Ed.D., President
Allison Langford, Ed.D., Interim Provost

Darren Crowder ‘98, M.A., Dean of Enrollment Management
Rob Harris ‘88, Ed.D., Vice President for Student Development

Brad Johnson, Ed.D., Vice President for University Relations

Tara Parson '03, C.P.A., Chief Financial Officer and Vice President for Administration
Bob McGlasson, Ed.D., Associate Provost and Vice President of Operations for the Mercy College of Nursing & Health Sciences

Mike Pitts ‘85, M.B.A.10, Director of Athletics

DEANS

Troy Bethards ‘93, D.B.A., Robert W. Plaster College of Business and Computer Science
Kezia Lilly ‘96, D.N.P., R.N., Mercy College of Nursing & Health Sciences
Rodney Reeves '79, Ph.D., The Courts Redford College of Theology & Ministry
Kevin Schriver ‘83, Psy.D., College of Education & Social Sciences
Perry A. Tompkins, Ph.D., College of Science and Mathematics
Ed Walton, Ed.D., University Libraries
Jeff Waters, D.M.A., Geneva Casebolt College of Music, Arts & Letters

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS

Theresa Daniels, Director of Donor Relations
Jim Grabowski ‘08, Development Officer
Jack Hays, Fundraising Consultant
Megan Hibma, Assistant Director of Annual Fund
Kristina Hottes ‘11, M.B.A. '13, Assistant Director of Development Services
Penny Marr, Assistant Director of Stewardship Services
Holly Stockard ‘08, Director of Alumni Engagement
Granville Watson, Fundraising Consultant
Steve Whisler ‘71, Fundraising Consultant

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

Stephanie Benoit, Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications
Alyssa Glasgow ‘15, Graphic Designer
Charlotte Highsmith Marsch '97, Director of Marketing and Communications
Jeff Weseloh '09, M.B.A. 13, Director of Athletics Media Relations
Rebekah Wright ‘10, Assistant Director for Digital Marketing
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Guess \Who?

The Faculty Life Beautiful Award was established in 1987, and the Staff Life Beautiful Award was established in
1992. This is the highest honor an SBU employee can receive. Congratulations to Dr. Troy Bethards, 2015 Faculty Life
Beautiful recipient, and Diana Gallamore, 2015 Staff Life Beautiful recipient.

Can you name any of the previous Faculty/ Staff Life Beautiful recipients pictured below?

Everyone who correctly identifies at least one of these Life Beautiful recipients will be entered into a prize
drawing. Submit your guesses by email to SBUcommunications@gmail.com or by mail to: Office of Marketing
and Communications, 1600 University Ave., Bolivar MO 65613. Entries must be received by Friday, Feb. 26.

Thank you to all who participated in the previous Guess Who contest.
The pictured faculty members were Dr. Ed Clark, Linda Gothard and Dr. Tim DeClue.

The following all submitted correct responses: Sara (Smith) Alstadt, Roger and Janice Baxter, Leslie Burnett, Steve Carpenter,
Daniel Chang, Jennett Downey, Roger Driskill, Mark Ester, Dave Farnham, Audra Flett, R.D. Flint, Penny (Gardner) Grecni, Judy
Griffin, Jerry Hammons, Jennifer Marshall-Hoggart, Marcus Holden, Mick Hood, Brian Jackson, Jamie Jacob, Patricia Jameson,
Nancy Johnson, Cordell Kirk, Mary Barrett Little, Diane Miller, Kelly (Hahn) Miller, Janic Navratil, Tammy (McClerren) Parkhill,
Derek Payne, Dani Sue Peterson, Verla Pringle, Connie Puls, Linda (Kirkman) Roberts, Jim Shrimpton, Elaine Simpson, Jennifer
Smith, Jeanne Stehr, Susan Strait, Stan Sullinger, Marvel Surrette, Mary Thiessen, Jacquelyn Till, Leslie Tucking, Rick Vance, Sarah
(Skinner) Van Devender, Robert Varner, Diane Walker, Judi Wall, George Williams, Sandy (Taylor) Williams, Lynne (Baurichter)
Wilson, Nick Wilson, Louise Wimberly, Laurel Zuber

Congratulations to Jennett Downey who won the prize package!
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SBU breaks ground on project to renovate,

expand Taylor Center

Southwest Baptist University broke ground
Friday, Dec. 18, on the project to expand and
renovate the Bolivar campus’ Gene Taylor
National Free Enterprise Center, which houses
the Robert W. Plaster College of Business

and Computer Science and the department of
history and political science.

The project is expected to cost about $2.7
million and is necessitated by steady enrollment
growth in business, accounting and computer
science and the reinstatement of the master of
business administration program.

The project was made possible in part by
a seven-figure gift from the Robert W. Plaster
Foundation in Lebanon, Mo. The J. E. and L. E.
Mabee Foundation of Twulsa, Okla., also issued
a challenge grant supplying the remaining
$500,000 of the total project costs when gifts
and pledges were secured by SBU totaling

$2.2 million. Numerous other corporations,
foundations and individuals also gave
significantly to the project.

Named for donors Jill and the late Tom
McLoud, a more than 11,000-square-foot
addition to the existing building will house
new classrooms, a student lounge, study areas,
team presentation rooms, seminar rooms, and
computer labs for accounting and computer

science. Renovations to the existing facility will

include remodeling Woody Auditorium and
the current first-floor office suite.

GHN Architects & Engineers in
Springfield, Mo., are the architects and
construction managers of the project. The first
phase of the project is the new addition to the
existing building. The project is expected to be
completed during the fall semester.

Sou hews

SBU President Dr. C Pat Taylor; Aaron Slean,
SBU Student Association vice president; Dr. Troy
Bethards, dean of the Robert W. Plaster College
of Business and Computer Science; and SBU
Trustee Wayne Hutchins breaking ground.

SBU awards Life Beautiful Awards to

Gallamore, Bethards

Diana Gallamore '91, director of
the Center for Global Connections,
and Dr. Troy Bethards 93, dean of the
Robert W. Plaster College of Business
and Computer Science, received the
Staff and Faculty Life Beautiful Awards
during the annual employee Christmas

banquet in December.

Staff Life Beautiful
Diana Gallamore has worked in

the University Ministries area of SBU
for 15 years and currently serves as
the director of the Center for Global
Connections. She attended Poplar Bluff
High School, Three Rivers Community
College and SBU, where she received
her bachelor of science degree in
religious education. She attends
Livingstones Baptist Fellowship, is
amember of a family group within
Alliance Christian Fellowship, and
leads a noon Bible study on campus.

“Diana has a genuine interest in the
welfare of her University colleagues,

www.SBUnNIv.edu

students and all the nations,” said Dr.
Rob Harris, vice president for student
development. “Her love for the Lord is
demonstrated by the way she cultivates
relationships, affirms community,
inspires hope, and equips individuals to
share the Gospel.”

While in Poplar Bluff, she was an
active member of First Baptist Church
Poplar Bluff, where she met her
husband, Rick, whom she married in
1981. Rick passed away in 2011. They
have two children, Amanda and Lance,
and one grandchild, Hayden. Read
more about Diana in the “5 Questions”
feature on page 4.

Faculty Life Beautiful

Dr. Troy Bethards has been a
member of the SBU faculty since 1996.
Before coming to SBU, he was owner
and investment advisor of Preferred
Asset Management. He is currently
associate professor of business
administration and dean of the Robert

W. Plaster College of Business and
Computer Science. He also serves as
the Ruby Letsch-Roderique Chair of
Finance. He is a Sam Walton Fellow
and received the Orien B. Hendrex
Distinguished Teacher Award in 2008.
“It is a true joy to serve SBU with

him,” said Dr. Tim DeClue, professor
and chair of the department of
computer and information sciences.

“He is a first-rate scholar who supports
faculty and students in their academic
pursuits, yet his leadership exhibits
the selflessness of
one who delights

in Christ’s model of
love and service.
can think of no one
better to recognize
as living a life
beautiful.”

He is a member
of Wellspring
Baptist Fellowship in
Bolivar. He and his
wife, Monica, also an
SBU graduate, have
two children, Alyssa
and Mason.

Diana Gallamore (left), Staff Life
Beautiful Award recipient; Dr. Troy
Bethards (right), Faculty Life Beautiful
Award recipient
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1950s

Don Hilton ’55 received his associate degree

from SWBC. He was the starting center on

the Bearcat Basketball team for two years. He
received his bachelor of sacred music at Oklahoma
Baptist University after attending SWBC. He

then attended Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary for three years. He left seminary just five
hours short of his master's degree to sing with the
Broadman Choral in Nashville, while also serving
churches in the area. He then moved back to
Missouri and served three churches, including First
Baptist Church in Monett, Mo. Then he was called
to First Baptist Church in McGehee, Ark., where

he served for 25 years in music, education and

senior adults. He retired and moved back to Aurora,

Mo., and has been serving part time at Southside
Baptist Church for 15 years. He may be reached at
don.hilton76@yahoo.com.

1960s

Dr. Charles D. Anderson '60 and his wife, Jan, have
moved to San Jacinto, Calif. Charles helps with
music ministry. They are in choir each week and
now live near their son and four grandchildren in
Murrieta, Calif.

1970s

Steve Whisler '71 was the 2015 recipient of

the Certificate of Merit, Fellowship of Christian
Stewards, awarded annually by the Missouri
Baptist Foundation. On October 1 Steve retired
as the Minister of Senior Adults, Second Baptist
Church, Springfield, Mo.

Dr. Wayne Norton '77 and his wife, Gail
(Elsheimer) Norton '78, now live in Claremore,
Okla. After pastoring churches since 1970, Dr.
Norton is now executive director of Hope for Your
Day Ministries, Inc., more information about which
is available at www.hopeforyourday.com. He also
has recently published his first book, “Norton’s
Nuggets from the New Testament” (Westbow
Press). He is available for revivals, Bible studies
and seminars. He and Gail also present seminars
together on grief recovery. He may be reached at
drcwné6@gmail.com.

1980s

Chuck S. “Chuck” Baker '80, who earned his B.S.
in physical education with a minor in science from
SBU, celebrated 25 years of ministry as pastor of
Cornerstone Baptist Church in Richland, Mo., on
Sunday, July 26, 2015. His church family honored
him with a special celebration. Chuck is the only
pastor Cornerstone has ever had, and jokingly
says that “so many problems can be blamed
onme.” He can be reached at cbcpastorchuck@
embargmail.com.

Leta (Floyd) Malott ‘82 married Tom Malott in 1991.

They have four grown children, three grandchildren
and another on the way. She retired Dec. 1, 2015,

Let’s Keep in Touch!
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after 31 years of employment with the Missouri
Department of Social Services Children’s Division.
She attends Round Pond Baptist Church in rural
Dent County and is a member of the Praise and
Worship team. She is grateful for God's abundant
blessings.

Michael Castrodale '89 retired from Springfield
Police Department February 2014. He recently
started a new job as an investigator with the
Missouri Department of Health Division of Senior
and Disability Services. He and his wife, Barbara,
recently moved to the country on acreage and are
enjoying living in the woods. He may be reached at
immikeyl@juno.com.

1990s

Steve Atwood ‘93 recently published “The

Beauty of the End-Time Bride: Brokenness,” a
book of practical Bible teaching calling for
Christians to embrace the godly broken lifestyle

of Psalm 51:17. Atwood wrote the book hoping

to encourage Christians to become the without-
blemish-or-wrinkle church that Paul describes in
Ephesians 5. More information about the book is at
steveatwoodauthor.com.

Kevin King '99 earned his Ph.D. in Kinesiology

from the University of Arkansas. He graduated in
May 2014. He is an assistant professor at Evangel
University. He and his wife, Kimbe (Gibson) King

'00, and their three kids, Kayleigh, Kannon, and

Kambell, live in Springfield, Mo and are pictured
below. He can be reached at kingskastle@hotmail.
com.

Curtis Cunningham '01 recently completed his
Ph.D.in Curriculum and Instruction from the
University of Arkansas. He is currently an Assistant
Professor of Education at John Brown University.
He and his wife, Amanda (Wedgeworth)
Cunningham '99, have three children and live in
Siloam Springs, Ark.

Kyle Schwemmer '02 was selected to

attend Syracuse University in the Defense
Comptrollership Program sponsored by the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller).
The program starts May 2016. In 14 months,

he will receive dual master degrees, Master of
Business Administration and Executive Master of

Public Administration, before being assigned to a
42-month utilization assignment.

Brandon Taylor'06
received the 2015 Young
Bankers Leadership Award
from the Missouri Bankers
Association (MBA). He is
the chief financial officer
and chief operating officer
of Legacy Bank and Trust
in Rogersville, Mo. This
award from the MBA recognizes the outstanding
achievement of a banker, age 45 or younger,
employed by an MBA-member bank. He was

also selected by an independent panel of judges
to be included in the Springfield Business Journal’s
2016 class of “40 Under 40,” which highlights 40
up-and-coming professionals. He graduated from
the Graduate of the School of Banking in Madison,
Wis. A certified public accountant, Taylor is a 2014
graduate of the MBA Banking Leadership Missouri
program. He is active in his church and community.
He serves on the board for the Rogersville
Chamber of Commerce and recently began
teaching business law and ethics as an adjunct
professor for a local college.

In Memory

Kathryn (Smart) Hymer '65, '68 passed away
October 5,2015.

Lora Elaine Simpson passed away Friday, Nov. 13,
2015. She taught in the business department at
SBU from 1957-63.

David Kenneth Edmondson 50 died
January 1, 2016. He served in a variety of
fundraising roles at SBU from 1959 to 1979
and 1990 to 1994, when he retired as vice
president for university advancement. He
also worked in fundraising at Oklahoma
Baptist University, Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary and Cargill
Associates.

He received the Life Service Award from
SBU in 1988 and Profile in Excellence

Award from Oklahoma Baptist University
in 1993. Survivors include his wife, Mary
Lou; daughter Cathy Cole and husband
Rick; sons, Mark Edmondson and

wife Cathy and Michael Edmondson;

10 grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
are suggested to the William C. and Clara
Edmondson Endowed Scholarship Fund
at Southwest Baptist University, 1600
University Ave., Bolivar MO 65613.

Please submit your news for publication in the next issue of SBUlife.

Online: www.SBUniv.edu/alumni/keeping-in-touch.php

Mail: Southwest Baptist University « Office of Alumni Engagement « 1600 University Avenue * Bolivar, MO 65613
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PHYSICAL THERAPY (GARDEN

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF

SOUTHWEST BAPTIST UNIVERSITY'S FIRST LADY

During her 19 years of service, First Lady Judy Taylor has diligently attended to the needs

of students, faculty, and staff while also contributing countless hours of her time to the
beautification of the SBU campus. This year, SBU is moving forward with the development of a
special project honoring Judy: the Judy Taylor Physical Therapy Garden outside of SBU’s Warren
B. Davis Physical Therapy Center.

The new garden will serve as a tribute to Judy as well as meet a need of SBU Physical Therapy
students, who will benefit from having a place to practice true-to-life therapy experiences. Within
the garden, a variety of walking surfaces and functional seating areas are planned that will be
utilized to aid student learning while also assustmg clients of the faculty-led physical therapy
clinic that is coming this year.
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Southwest Baptist University
1600 University Avenue
Bolivar, MO 65613
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An investment in SBU’s Annual )/
Scholarship Fund helps to equip students i
like Josie, and many others, with the 0 i
toolkit necessary to leave this community -

and make a difference in the world. SBU
students will join a network of Bearcats
boldly following Christ as they live out His
love in their workplaces, neighborhoods

and communities. EDUCATIC
® RESHMAN, MACON, MC
Will you consider donating to the Annual
Scholarship Fund this year? An SBU am exceeding a o all SB
student will be calling you during our dono a dream to be able to attend
annual Phonathon to tell you more about grea € a generatio
how your gift can make a difference in the QUYL Endlolean 2unlolina canore 5
lives of many SBU students. aE ol il @Rk Reblel @ -
eXa ere a e to be and %
O Ao O akKe area PO D1€
| want to donate to SBU’s Annual Scholarship Fund:
CEnclosed is my one time gift of , payable to Southwest Baptist University. University
Annual Scholarship Fund
[l pledge ,to be paidover _____ months.
Name: Phone: Email:
Address: City: State: Zip:
Signature: Date:

Southwest Baptist University ® Office of University Relations
1600 University Avenue, Bolivar, Missouri 65613 e 417-328-1801



